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VOLUME THE SECOND. 


CONTAINING 


- THEIR CORRESPONDENCE AFTER SHE HAD TAKEN THE VEIL, 


LETTER 1, 
THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 


HE efforts which a mind 
+; in trouble makes to regain 
T it's loſt peace, like thoſe 
4 ances of the ſun 2 
through oppoſin 
| ng are deli fol 5 
all bebolders. When my Conſtantia 
— above that gloom of ſorrow, which 
too apprehenſive heart had thrown 
around her; when I ſaw her eye bright - 
en, and her elegant but dejeRted features 
aſſume the beautiful form in which Na- 
ture had moulded them; I ſhould have 
felt the pleaſure of a chriſtian, had I 
not once been Theodoſius. 


Amiable mourner ! let us now forget 


the name which you have ſo long re- 


membered with anguiſh, - and which ful years, my Conſtantia! how hag 


could not pronounce without trem- 
lung, when you affectingly told Theo- 
doſius that you believed him to be no 
more. I 
concern aroſe not from a ſenſe of your 
ilt, but of your ſufferings. Thoſe 
— indeed, fell from the eyes of 
Theodoſius, and in them the confeſſor 
had no part. The powers of memory 
aud reflection were, in one moment, 


THEODOSIUS Ap  CONSTANTIA. 


t, my Conſtantia; but my 


CORRESPONDENCE 


.Y 


preſented with every ſcene of diſtreſs 
and tenderneſs which our unhappy loves 
had produced. And when I conſidered 
myſelf as the unfortunate cauſe of your 
long, your unmerited ſufferings, I felt, 
in one painful minute, what Conſtantia 
had endured for years. Perhaps, too 
r unequalled fidelity and unaltered 
ove, while they flattered my heart, 
brought it back a moment to the world. 
But my guardian — whiſpered me 
that I had made a higher choice, and 
reminded me that the duties I owed you 
were thoſe of a ſpiritual director, from 
whom you were to receive conſolati 
and inſtruction. But, before I prot 
to the farther diſcharge of thoſe duties, 
let me intreat you to forgive forgive 
me, ſuffering engen for being the 
unhappy, though involuntary inſtrument 
of your many miſeries Five unchear- 


your gentle heart ſupported itſelf during 
that melancholy period? How has it ſu- 
ſtained thoſe cruel apprehenfions which, 
in confeſſion, ſhook your frame? The 
refletion of what you muſt have en- 
dured for me, as it then wrung m 

ſoul with anguiſh, yet clouds it with 
ſorrow, and has power to diſturb the ſe- 
renity of a mind, which I truſt bath 
been viſited by the peace of God, 
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But I ſhould be ſtill more diſconſo- 
late, were I not well aſſured that your 
preſent happineſs will be-in ion 
to your former ſufferings, and that the 

ifacult ways through which you walk- 
ed have at laſt conveyed you to the 
manſions of peace. 

Such, Conſtantia, is the lot of hu- 
man life. The road to happineſs 1s 
ſeldom ſtrewed with flowers: nor, per- 
haps, ought it to be ſoz as we ſhould, 
in that caſe, be inclined to take our 

paſſage for our port, and while we en- 
joyed 
promiſed land. 

J am, however, of a different opi- 
nion from moſt men, with regard to 
moral and natural evils. They derive 
them from | nm of 5 — n 
charge the conſcquences uman paſ- 
ſions, follies, Fs vices, npon the Di- 
vine adminiſtration. Would this be 

for a perſon who was labouri 

under diſeaſes that are the natural an 
inevitable effects of intemperance ?. Can 
thoſe pajns which the ſufferer has con- 
ſciouſly and voluntarily brought upon 
himſelf, be deemed the viſitation of 
God? Would not this be to charge 
God fooliſhly ? And if this were admit- 
ted, with what propriety could we ſay 
of that Divine Being, that he does not 
- evillingly aſflict his creatures? With 
d to this doftrine, my Conſtantia, 
it is of conſequence that you ſhould be 
rightly intormed, becauſe from miflaken 
apprehenfions of Providence proceed al- 
moſt all the errors of religious faith. 
But moſt dangerous to ourſelves, and 
moſt injurious to the Deity, are thoſe 
opinions which magnify his deſpotiſm 
at the expence of his rolence, 
Hearken not to ſuch opinions, Con- 
wh God cannot be the miniſter of 
evil. 

Our ſufferings, natural and moral, 
are the conſequence of that freedom of 

will, which is the very eſſence fy 
moral powers, and without which we 
ſhould be mere machines, incapable of 
all virtue. There are, indeed, ſome 
natural evils, which to incur or avoid 
depends not on - ourſelves, hecauſe 
they come not within the œconomy of 
reaſon. But of theſe we partake only 
in common with mankind ; and as in 
the diſpenſation of ſome of them we 
can perceive that Providence had wiſe 


| and gracious purpoſes, ſo we may fairly | 


the manna, we might negleR the 


It may 


—_— —— — — 
cannot , have | 
" ſame r — a, | 

t ts, I think, generally underſtood, 
as a doctrine founded Coon revelation, 
that there are ſuch things as divine in- 
flictions even in this life. No doubt 
there may by ſuch, and there mgy be ſea- 
ſons obvigus to the eye of Provide 
when it is for us to be afflited. 
We may be ſummoned by calamity from 
the purſuit of pleaſure z and though we 
cannot | = 0 the hand, the writing 
—— that this interpoſition of 
ut I believe i i 
the Supreme Power is very rare. Nay, 
I will own to my Conſtantia, that my 
faith in this doctrine is, at beſt, but 
diabolical ; for while I believe I trem- 
64% Will God do evil that good may 
come? Is it neceſſary? Can Almighty 
Power be limited to the uſe of means ? 

I will, moreover, warn you of the evils 
that may be derived from this doctrine. 
mpt us to vain compariſons 
and uncharitable conſtructions : when 
we behold the calamities of others, we 
may be inclined to trace the finger of 
God where it has not been j abd when 
we tacitly refer to our own condition, 
we may impute our exemption from evil 
to EY whereof we ought not 


Under the Moſaical diſpenſation, pre- - 


ſent inflictions were more viſible, be- 
cauſe more neceſſary: for what other re- 
ſtraint was there upon the moral actions 
of mankind ? When the great ſanQions 


of Chriſtiavity were ſet forth, thoſe ror 
were 


ſtraints hecame inconſiderahle, 

— — in 2 of the 
new ſyſtem. Old things away ! 
Behold / all things became new, 


Nut awe are t00 apt td mix our reli- 


_Hut we an jr uy vol 
Hu Vo mann ee e 


The moral law, indeed, till remains in 


farce, becauſe it's tendency was ever- 
laſting ; but when God ſaw fit to enter 
into a new covenant with man, the diſ- 
penſations of his proyidence were alter- 
ed, and made a 
though under the old law it might be ne- 
ceſſary for the Divine Power to chaflen 


whos be loved, yet that meaſure could 
be no longer expedient, when the hopes 
and fears of mankind were ap ta 


by the ſanctions of immortality. 


It is of great importance to v 


greeable to it. Thus, 
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Conſtantia, to form a right idea of your 

r — hi ref 
eved. To ou in this 

will be one of the Art endemrous of 


FRANCIS» 


LETTER I. 
CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS. 


Y ſorrows for Theodoſius are no 
more ; he lives, and Conſtantia 
is happy. If you would not have me 
remember my ſufferings, fi them 
yourſelf ; for nothing now could make 
the reflection of them painful to me but 
their affecting my revered father. 
Gracious Providence 1 and have I at 
length found a father? Has Heaven 
granted what Nature refuſed ? She gave 
me, indeed, a father; but he forgot the 
name ; or, he remembered the name and 
the authority, but forgot the duties of 
the alliance. Do I err? Then inftru& 
me, my holy guide; inſtru me to re- 
vere the man *& baniſhed Theodoſius, 
and imbittered, without cauſe, the mo- 
ments of her whom he had brought into 
being. But I will revere him, for he 
— 4 * at laſt, and permitted me to 
retire to this aſylum of peace. What - 
ever were his motives, I will revere him; 
for have I not here found the only com · 
fort I was capable of? Am I not ſure 
that Theodoſius lives? Without that 
convĩction (Ion my weakneſs) I ſhould 
have been unhappy within hol 
walls. The exerciſes of devotion 
purſued with equal affiduity before I en- 
tered upon the conventual life ; but my 
prayers were the heavy ſacrifices of ſor- 
1 
nger to to 
et dope. Ke was not in the 


of conſcious penitence to ſet my . 


at eaſe, whenever the painful 
thought preſented itſelf, that my cow- 
ardly acquieſcence in the will of a father 
had death to the moſt valuable and 
moſt amiable of men. Pitying Heaven 
has at length undeceived me, and at once 
reſtored to my eyes thoſe dear lamented 
fugitives, Theodoſiue and ineſs; 
both changed, indeed, but both improy- 
ed by the change. The pleaſure I en- 
ky in the company of t and 


Theodoſus, was gay, fprightly, 


and animated, like himſelf : with him 
it departed and returned ; and my heart 
was alternately delighted and depreſſed. 
Very different is the ſatisfaction I now 
feel: it is ſerene and peaceful, like 
Father Francis. My mind is colle&ed, 
and my ſpirits are repoſed. No longer 


agitated with the anxieties and impati- _ 


ence of _ that terminate here ; my 


e is fixed on that diſtant, invariable 


obje& of happineſs, on which time or 
chance can have no influence. 

Ye holy retreats ! ye venerable ailes! 
do I owe this peace to you ? No, not to 
you : for methinks I have ſeen in your 
regions the gloom of diſcontent. Is it 
not, my pious Father, from a quiet 
conſcience that I derive this repoſe ? I 


mould not, indeed, have felt it before 


I entered this convent, but I ſhould not 
then have known that Theodoſius was 
Rill in being. . 

Do not think, however, that I rejoice 
not in my ſituation. I do rejoice in it: 
but my joy ariſes, as I apprehend, from 
a diſburdened mind. The ſudden change 
from painful apprehenſion to the cer- 
tainty of confirmed wiſhes, was attend- 
ed with a tranſport, the effects of which 
I ftill feel. But will not theſe effects 
laſt? Surely they will. O my friend ! 
what tears of joy have I ſhed over that 
firſt welcome letter, which informed me 
that Theodofius was flill alive! 

But do I not forget that I am ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the venerable Francis? 
Pardon me! I had indeed fo till 
on re-peruſing that ever - dear letter, I 
beheld the holy name at the bottom. 
Yes, delightful letter! ſweet meſſenger 
of peace ! Thou informeſt me that I muſt 
conſider Theodoſius till as dead. Ha! 
dead, did thou ſay? Theodofius is ſtill 
alive. Didſt not thou ſay that, too? 
Equivocating letter! be gone into my 
boſom; but preſume not there to ſay 
that Th us is dead. . 

Heavens! what rambling is this ? 
Whither has my unguided pen betrayed 
me! Once more forgive me, my revered 
father. 

I thank you for the comfort, as well 
as for the information which your laſt 
letter afforded me. You have placed 
the Eternal Providence in a light the 
moſt amiable and new, at leaſt to me. 


I had always, hitherto, looked upon 
that power as the inflicter of temporary 


evils, and conſidered both private and 
publick calamitics as bis 8 
But 
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Zut you have now made me of a diffe · 
rent opinion; and I entirely agree with 
you, that tem wary rewards and pu- 
niſhments are fop perſeded by the ſanctions 
of the Chriſtian religion. Nevertheleſs, 
I am ſtill of opinion, that God may oc- 
caſionally interpoſe, by the infliction of 
evil, to ſave a wretch who is thought - 
leſsly or obſtinately haſting to deſtruc- 
tion; but, with you, I apprehend that 
ſuch diſpenſations are very rare, and am, 
for the reaſons you mention, almoſt a- 
fraid to believe them. 

One thought, however, occurs to me 
on this — 2 which I ſhall take the 


liberty to mention, in conſequence of 


the invitation you have given me to ex- 
preſs my ſentiments without reſerye. 
We are ſo entirely different in our 
rs and . paſſions, and the circum- 
ſtances of ſin and temptation are ſo ex- 
tremely various, that though the Al- 
mighty might in general leave it to the 
ſanctions of religion alone to iufluence 
the actions of men, yet poſſibly he might 
(ſo to term it) reſerve a diſcretiona 
power, to bring proper objects by afflic- 
tions to their duty. Jos 
But though the Creator of the univerſe 
can in no ſenſe be the author of evil, it 
cannot be doubted, I apprehend, that 
he may and a prom does bring good 
out of evil. Of this the ſtory of Jo 
is, in all it's cireumſtances, a remark- 
able proof. I cannot [uppoſe, neither 
would you have me believe, that God 
inſpired the brethren of Joſeph with en- 
vy, that they might ſell him into Egypt? 
yet, what glorious. advantages did the 


Almighty Providence bring out of that 


event 

And has he not, (for he regards the 
humbleſt of his creatures) has he not 
for me turned the pith of ſorrow to- 
wards the harbour of peace? I will be- 
heve it, leſt I ſhould prove ungrateful. 
Pray for me, and inſtru me. Adieu! 


CONSTANCE. 


LETTER III. 
THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA, 


OOD ſenſe, Conſtantia, makes 

better comments than learning; 

and I find thatto propoſe my opinions to 
vou will be of advantage to myſelf. 

But do you not. err, my amiable 


" \ 


in your | „when you ſpeak of 
your natural father? It muſt not be. 
duties of parents and children are 
indeed reciprocal : but the unnatural wh 
rent cannot acquit the child of it's du- 
ty, any more than the undutiful child 
can acquit the t of his natural obli- 
tions. Both theſe, however, are to 
underſtood as ſecondary to the 
duties we owe ourſelves. A child ought 
no more to embrace . miſery than vice, 
to oblige a parent; and a — is un- 
der no obligation to forfeit his on ha 
po for the gratification of a child. 
ut, under all circumſtances, that re- 
ſpect which is due to a parent ſtill ſubſiſts; 
and when Conſtantia reflects on this, 
ſhe cannot withold that reſpect. Pity 
your father, Conſtantia; pray for your 
father, If the god of this world bath 
blinded his eyes, fervently pray for him 
in the words of Saint David: O God, 
lighten his eyes, that he ſleep not the 
© ſleep of death! He bears no uncom- 
mon marks of guilt or infamy : his 
foible is the love of money; a paſſion 
which of all others is the moſt difficult 
to guard againſt, becauſe it increaſes 
by. imperceptible degrees; and when 
it has once got entire poſſeſſion of the 
heart, T believe there is no remedy for 
it. Many liberal men have become co - 
vetous, but I never knew one covetous 
man who became liberal: ſo eaſy js it, 
in every inſtance, to deviate from virtue 
to vice; and ſo hard, in that particular 
caſe, to riſe from vice to virtue. Let us 
then conſider your father rather as an 
obje& of compaſſion, and by no means 
forget to offer up our prayers for him. 
Who knows whether Heaven may not 
liſten to the voice of ſupplicating inno- 
cence, and be overcome by the intrea- 
ties of filial piety ? Would it not throw 
a new glory around the brows of Con- 
ſtantia ſhould her father be reſtored to 
virtue by her prayers ? ww 
You are in the right, Conſtantia, to 
aſcribe your preſent happineſs to peace 
of conſcience; for that is the founda- 
tion of all moral and religious comfort. 
Without that, the hallowed walls of a 
cloiſter would be hung with horrors, 
and the gloomy retreats of a convent 
would adminiſter melancholy to the 
mind, It is that alone which gives ſe- 
renity to our devotion, and enables us 
e to communicate with God. 


is that which the apoſtle of the Gen- 
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mind, he informs them, in every paln- 


ful, every wying calamity, had ſtill 


ſupported them. Nay, continues he, 


* we can even rejoice in our diftreſles, 
© and ou rejoiging is this, etherteflimony Jo 
* our conſcience.” 


we ſhould air 
of 1 5 t wy E us 


with this ſile tor, we ſhauld find, 
that in this as ol as in all atbes, 
Wee e a the dictates of 


ad we been with- 


SOLELY 


by the Ci uer of ali good gifts 3.19 8 
for the aid © vaetue, ang for the fi 

port of reaſon, it came ee hs 
Father of Jights» Is nat this, Conſtan- 
tia, our guardian angel, who wars us 
againſt the ,moſt ts Pa, al ne- 
mies, the enemies af our ſal vation? 
this friend! ſpy. we are informed o 
and even . Coy" ee,. the! 

happy it is for us that we are thus 
aſſiſted. The infiavations of vice, af- 
ter all, are tos often ſucceſsfyl,. and her 
arts prevail againſt the force of con- 
viction. Nor, indeed, ſhould we con- 
fider all the ſtratagems ſhe makes pſe 
of, would there be any. raum to wonder 


ſcience was ſtat LE. in he human min 


at hay ſucceſs, Does ſhe not aſſume the 


characters of pleaſure, knowledge, vir - 
tue; nay, and of religion too: ber 
great patron. being conſcious that he 
mall be mo{ ſucceſsſul in his works ;of 
darkneſs, -when. be. aſſumes the 

ance of ap angel of light? Docs not 
the moſt profiigate. Jicentieuſneſs call 
itſelf Pleaſure? Poes pat mole-hghted 
infi: al claim thetitles of Knowledge 


and Philoſopby ? Has not 1 ion been 


alerted by blopdthirky 
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theſe ſentiments, ... ome at 
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it Will. Tt is that peace which the 
Tworld cannot give ; and which, there · 
fore, the world cannot take away. 
That happines which is ge ed from 
A pleaſing concurrence of earthly events, 
will vaniſh when, Foy eveus her 
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LETTER v. 
rurobostos TO CONSTANTIA, 


IA pleaſed with reference to 
the book of Jeb, us it ives me an 
portunity to tell you with what de- 
| | light I have always read that beautiful 
8 3 ; ary ge The ingenious au- 
LETTER NV. chor of it had ſacriſiced to truth and 
1 7 5 a ps nature. His character of the pious 
_ CONSTANTIA TO TREODOSIUS. fufferer, however exalted, is not ex- 
: | ted by any unnatural ſtrokes. 
EODOSIUS is not dead. While he 'is not permitted to fall into 
1 Thepolite Theodoſius till lives in impions exclamation againſt the decrecs 
the venerable Francis. When I receiv- of Providence, he complains of his 
ed your laſt letter, my hand trembled, diftreſs with the ſenſibility of a'man to 
, heart ſhrunk. Every idle, eve- whom «<veariſome nights were appoint- 
ry wild expreſſion, every effuſion of vain d. Hence the affliied patriarch ſome- 
imagination and uncorrefted paſſion, times'alarms us with paſſionate wiſhes 
that had dropped from my pen when I for death, and ſometimes awakens our 
wrote to you, roſe vp and reproached compaſſion with affecting fighs for his 
me before your ſeal was broken. While former happineſs. ' 
I read the firſt period of your letter, I In the paſſage you have referred to, 
| tly took my eye from the paper, we are preſented with another turn of 
and endeavoured to recolle& the contents mind. I am ſenſible, ſays he, © of 
| of my own. With fear and apprehenſion * the innocence of my life. I have 
1 from line to line; but when done no wrong, neither has any vio- 
1 found that you had overlooked many * lence been found in my hands; and 
of my foibles, and touched the reſt with * yet my face is deformed with weep- 
fo delicate, fo indulgent a hand- O my ing, and the ſhadow of death frowns 
ternal friend! what floods of tender © upon my eye-hrows. Yet, thus cir- 
fell from the eyes of Con- * cumſtanced, und thus innocent, m 
Rantia! Surely, the kindneſs of thoſe * prayer ſurely may be heard. Behol 
| whom we revere, and are conſcious of * even now my witneſs is in Heaven, 
having offended, is more cruel than their * and myAdvocate is in the realms of the 
ſeverity could be. The heart would op- 1. My friends continvally de- 
poſe itlelf againſt ſevere treatment, and * ride me; but my tears plead ſilently 
eall in pride to it's aid: but againſt the * with God. O that a man might plead 
force of kindneſs there is no ſtueld, © his cauſe with God, even as the ſon 
In what an amiable light do you re- of man pleadeth' the cauſe of his 
ſent that Goodneſs which brought us. © friend !' In another of his ſpeeches 
into being! Conſcience was undoubt- there is a paſſage much to the ſame pur- 
edly one of his gracious gifts. That poſe. O that I knew where I might 
_—_— inſpector, whoſe ſuggeſtions ſo 3 oy: I might come even to his 
ately gave me pain, is now the princi- would order ty e before 
pal author of my happineſs 6 þ I find 2 | aaa 
that conſcience is not more ſevere as am There is no doubt, Conſtantia, that 
2 | : . in 
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in theſe ſentiments the patriarch was 
animated by the ſuffrage of conſcience. 
Prep wnx not x in his whole 
; that is fraught with more impor« 
tant inſtruction ; for it may 1 
that, under all the circumſtances of hu - 
man calamity, our only refuge is in the 
Eternal Providence; and that our peace 


muſt be derived from that approvin 
conſciehce which may encourage us to 
refer our cauſe to God. From what 
on _ ay bo in ſuch circum- 

neces, or happineſs? Dependent 
beings have it not to beſtow, Were 
man in his ſocial nature a more exalted 
creature, the diſpenſation of peace would 
not be in his power, He could not re- 
move from others thoſe evils to which he 
ſhould himſelf be expoſed, nor bright - 
en the proſpeRs of futurity, whither his 
influence cannot reach. 

Man, as being circumſcribed in his 
nature, and ſubject to events which he 
cannot command, muſt, if left to him- 
ſelf, fluctuate in 2 and ſtrug 
gle with diſappointment; he, therefore, 
that would hope with confidence, and 
enjoy with ſecurity, muſt have a reſource 
which time and chance cannot effect. 
This can only be in that independent 
Being, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of 
life and death. 

Shall we truſt to human power ? The 


firength of man js but as the graſs of the 


lu, and all the goodlineſs thereof as 
the flower that fadeth, Shall we truſt to 
human riches ? Riches profit not in the 
day of wrath. Shall we truſt to hu- 
man wiſdom? Wiſdom berſelf is tbe 
daughter of affliion. Shall we truſt to 
human friendſhip? In the day of ad- 
werfity there is no hope in man. Can 
power preclude the attacks of misfor- 
tune? -Can riches delight in the hour 
of mourning ? Can wiſdam guard againſt 
the ſtratagems of chance? Has friend- 
ſhip a charm for the languor of ſickneſs ? 
How feeble would theſe ſupports prove, 
Conſtantia, in the trying hour of adver- 
ſity z or in thoſe moments of awful ſu- 
ſe, when we expet the ever- 
ing doors of futurity ſhall be thrown 
open, and we ſhall enter in 
Better founded, my friend, will be 
the ſupports of that man who refers hig 
cauſe to God, and whoſe conſeience en- 
courages him to rely on the eternal Pro- 


vidence. el gm on a power that rel 


is ſuperior to all events; on the riches 
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of divine „ which can never be 
exhauſted z on that wiſdom which can. 
ſee the remoteſt of things; 
and on that friendſhip which no caprice 
can change; The man of Uzz had the 
ſtrongeſt conviftion of this truth : for 
experience had taught him that human 
t ri 


5 e was lighter than vanity ef 


DD he. = 
5 z 

1 was —— than that of the 
wild aſi's colt; and that his friendſhip 
Tis tees Ende, whoſe knowledgy 

8 three s, w ; 
ſhould have directed, and whoſe affec- 
tion rg "oe — him, he often 
heard, with reaſona 1 . 
ſcribing reſolutions to — 
ture was not 1 endeavouring to de · 
prive him of his greateſt ſupport, the 
conſciouſneſs of his integrity, and ſharp- 
ening his pains by mortifying reflections. 
Then it was that, deſtitute of all earth - 
ly conſolation, he appealed to Heaven, 
and even wiſhed that ——— com- 
munication with the Supreme Power, 
be might be permitted to lay his cauſe 


before him. 
happineſs, Conſtantia, that 


It is our 
this of the patriarch is not neceſ - 
fary for us, 15 1 N t. 

ious in every diſpenſation, iv - 
* us an es auth the Father | 
who ſhall plead our cauſe : an Advocate 
who knoweth well the frailties of hu- 
man nature, and whoſe interceſſion can 
never be ineffeQual. Let us, my friend, 
make ourſelves acceptable > ns let 
us lay hold of thoſe terms of redemp- 
tion which he has for us, and 
our eternal intereſts will be eſtabliſhed 
on a ſure foundation. ; 

You, my Conftantia, are amgng thoſe 
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of blind enthuſialm ; nay, — ſhould 
even watch over your pity; for there is a 
kind of pity that is allied to contempt, 
Born with the gentleſt heart, and ever 
r 9 
ty, the Au our your 
Men is become * 7 and you 
know not the difficulty with which a 
7 4 F 2 deart 


w 
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isfieth not. | 
* Live, wy Conftantia, ſupported by 


ainful were thy hours in thy abſence. ! 
prglcomy and Hel With hat 
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eber e e K. 
to Hou "apes 'of 
efernity, ſeldom lovits 5 the pre. 


ſent hour, br is affeSted but by 


z. Phe immortal d#f;” confined 


0 tus manſion of earth, becomes ena- * 


wioured" of her habitation, and in time 
ptfuiges herſelf mat brre foe bas a” 
Wehr to dwell, Henee ſhe is ſollei- 
tou h the may repair the tottering 
all and ſupport tue frail fabrick. 
Yet ſurely this attachment is — . K 
Conſtantia; fince, notwithſtanding 
ſolicitnte for it's preſervation, this frame 
will ſoon fall, and very foot moulder 
into it's native earth, Yet a little while, 
and every breaft that is now warm with. 
hope, and buſy with — 1 mall drop 
into the cold and ſenſeleſs grave. The 
eye that is reading this page ſhall be 
cloſed in darkneſs, and the hand that 
qwrites it ſhall crumble into duſt! | 
In that hour when the immortal ſpirit 
ſhall exchauge this tranfieot being for 
the allotments of eternity! in that aw- 
ful hour, Conttantia, what ſhall ſup- 
ug! Nothing, but the conſeiouſ- 
neſs of a well conducted hfe. That 
divine confidence in the Father of na- 


ture that peace df God which paſſeth 


all unflerftanding ; that ſerene affiance; 
that exalted repoſe of foul : theſe are 
the fruits of a life long reſigned to God, 
and directed by religion. Yet ſurely 
theſeare well worth our tranfient tabours: 
if theſe are not fecured, we have lived 
und we have toiled in vain ; we have 


given ohr money for that which is not 
rad, — _ — for that which 


that gracious Power whom you ſerve 
ſupported by his 'providence, and en- 
hightened by his grace. - % 

TY Francis. 
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ConSTANTIA To THEDPUSIUS, - 


KFELCOME; fret prac or 
VV conscigvce! Lovely ſtran 


oy mohter of . duty, wel⸗ 


Ho heavy was Toy heart, how 
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- doArine they may be directed; 
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\ Pe PR" TD”. by 
etixiety and uncaſineſt $641 ariſe from 
the moſt comfortable of all Bl, by 
holy facrifice- of prayer? © The incenſe 
ſeemed to rife unacceptably « My'pray- 
ers were feeble ; they were unable to 
reach the throne of the Almighty, and 
returned, but not with b= oye to my 
own boſom. To the poſſeſhon of thee, 
ſweet PEACE, What are riches and ho- 
niours ? What were the wealth of king- 
dorns, the acquiſition of worlds, pur- 
chaſed at thy expence?” IE: 

O wy paternal fnend, how forcible 
is truth, divine truth! With what plea- 
fing con viction did every ray of it, that 


' iftumined your laſt letter, thine upon 


my heart! How did the intereſts, 
the pleaſures of this world appear, when 
compared with the pure, "the peacrable 
avifdom, that cometh from ahve ! 
*FATHER of lights, ever grant me 
© this wiſdom ! Let the prayers of my 
father and my friend co-operate with my 
© own, at thy eternal throne, and pro- 
© cure for me the bleſſed influences of thy 
© ſacred Spirit! 3 
This, my venerable guide, is the ſub- 
france of my daily prayer, which, fince 
received your inſtroctions, I have re- 
peated with greater aſſiduity. I have 
ever been” conyinced, that the Divine 
concurrence was neceſſary to aſſiſt us in 
the diſcharge of our duty, as well as 
to direct us in the knowledge of it; but 
that emphatical prayer which concludes 
your letters, © that the eterpal Provi- 
* dence would enlighten me with his 
© grace,” has given new force to my 
conyictiens. +, | 
I will not preſcribe to vou the ſub- 
je& of your letters. IT ſhall liſten with 
pleaſurè and attention to your inſtruc- 
tions, to whatever point of N or of 
but al- 
low me to with, my revered friend, 


that on this important doctrine of Grace 


I may ſoon Teceive your yaluable ob- 
„„ e bl 
Poſſibly this: divine diſpenſation may 


be neceſfary in a greater or in a leſs 


than 1 ſuppoſe it to be. I Have received 

ifferent accounts of it from the pro- 
feſſors of our holy faith, but I think 
that all of them have concluded it to be 
neceſſary for us; though in what mea- 


ſure it was neceſlary, they have not a- 
It is generally underſtood, that this 
Divitie Gries the cotiſequential privi- 
eee ee 
Ca 0 : FE: 0 4» ; by 
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f. who died for our redemption 
1. ave 3 thought that 

author of the Book. of Plalms praye 

for this enlightening grace, in that 

ſage which you have quoted in one of 


your letters, * My God, lig a eyes, 
* that I fleep not 55 5 ep of deat 

With reipe& to this opinion, as well 
as to the neceſſity or expedience of di- 
vine grace, and the degree in which it 
is diſpenſed, I hope for your kind in- 
ſtructions. 


Thoſe books of flaming devotion, 
which you have adviſed me not to reads 
1 own | have hitherto been too fond 
Particularly fince I entered upon 1 
conventual life, I have been much con- 
verſant in ſuch books. They were re- 
commended to me by my lady abbeſs, 
who is a good woman; but her devo- 
tion ſeems not to be of that ſerene and 


temperate kind which you deſcribe and 


approve, She is unequal in her reli- 
10us deportment, being ſometimes cle- 
vated, but more frequently depreſſed. . 
at do I not owe to you, m fa- 
ther, for procuring me the r k of God 
in a lan I underſtand ? ee- 
ably to your irene, I make 9 
uk ſtudy, and truſt that it 10 
9 make me wiſe unto ſalvation. 

Never, * pe, in the heart of your 
Conſtantia, ſhall that ſpiritual pride you 
mention find a place. I am too ſenſible 
of their unhappy condition who l 
without God in the world, to look up- 
on them with any other emotions than 
thoſe of compaſſion. With the heart 
that is deſtitute of religious peace, my 
own has been a fellow- ſufferer ; and 
ſhould1 triumph in my comparative hap- 
pineſs or purity, ſhould I thence derive 
any ſentiments of contempt for others, 
the reflection would rather mortity thay 
ſoothe me, ſince I ſhould prone by to de- 
ſpiſe in them what I myſelf bad 

The hour of prayer is at hand—I 
comez daughters of devotion, I join 
you—and now will I once more intreat 
the Author of life and death long to 

ſpare TRE. for the comfort and 


ſupport of 


| ConsTANCES, | 


rer be” 
THEODOSIUS ro coxsTAN TIA. 
a tended to make the dilpenſatio1 
A the ſubject * a letter, — 

] thank you for parting wk in a "Re 
of treating j N, 


rurobesrvs ant consrantis. Af 


Pa firſt queſtion ts, whether this 
27 was only the conſequential 
te Chriſtjanity z or whether it 
was not 15 the Lk of Judaiſm. p 
The-latter part of this propoſition 
You infer from that 9 4 etiti 
of the plalmiſt, » Gad, lighten 
et, &c. Now ne *. is tot 
vious non h to ſpp! e that the s 
Iſrael mig Fe pray. or the UN og 
of the Divine Spirit, as his ſan and ſuc- 
ceſſor rayed for wiſdom, Wn, un 
their Gem there was ſe of ! 
ordinary diſp enſations fees 2 
would be natural for a people w 
wiſited by God, and beteld, on oy 
occaſions, the interpoſition of his Provi- 
dence, to apply to him for hiv aſſiſtance 
under the conflicts of religious doty, 
It would be ſtill more natural for them 
who fat in darkneſs, to petition for 
that light, of which ſome emanations 
were communicated in the extraordii 
influences of the Spirit, though, 3 
ably to the ſcheme of "the eternal and 
unerring Providence, the perfection of - 
it ſhould not be diſplayed till be full. 
neſs of time. 

This may he ſufficient to anſwer 
your firſt queſtion, which is N cu- 
rious than uſeful. 

With reſpect to the neceſſity or expe- 
dience of the Divine Grace, I have much 
more to ſay. The philoſopbers of our 
ſyſtem, w o weigh every thing in the 

cale of natural obligation, or moral 
aptitude, exclaim againſt this doctrine 
9 ce. If you admit the Nag == 
a ſuperior agent, where, 
p isthe moral agency of. man ? 1 
© is it agreeable to the fitneſs of things 
6 that God ſhould preſcribe law io 
© man, to which his moral powers alone 
are not aaron This, continue 
they, would be to make God an 
Egyptian taſx- maſter, The moral 
© powers of man muſt be . 
« the duties appointed him, an 
' Mr woman; of grace is A Naga 
VOUS, 
At this avenue, which © is opened 


the Chuitjan philok 
lo phe of, Notre, io ral | 


C 


Nature, es up 
nt. where oy 2 

2 have rightly, gf 
| © Env, S . N that, | 
«would be ap Egyptian: Ng ebe Of 
\ *;be 1 iS $4.4 unable . 
6 to 8 uß to. Fu Wan it, , 
is the law chat is fai i rom im. 


. 5 —Frgm,him' W dä, 
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ence of let dag in en — 
ive up one redoubt to the enemy, and 
weng our batteries againſt us. To 
theſe ungracious nents, I ſhall 
a ſhort anfwer, To the Chriſtian 
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be 


x 
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, thou h the powers of man 
; Go, tough Tm ſame argu- 
—  (ha {ys both theſe points. "= 


prong law might be gi jves 66 ind. 
might ben 


without an — Z 
given to make them exert 
to the vtmoſt 1 the powers of their nature, ev 
and ftrain to higher deg degrees of virtue for 
the high prize of their calling—it might 
be in e an uſeful emu · 
lation, by makin ter 
of ks 1 might be 
defigned to prevent indifference and in- 
dependance, which man would natural- 
ly have ſuffered to grow upon him, 
when ſecure, by his own power, of at · 
to moral perfection, and of diſ- 
> ene a every duty enjoined him. A 
dependance on the Almighty for aſſiſt- 
ance in the conduct of life is productive 
of many advantages : it prevents that 
e and careleſsneſs which are too of- 
ten the effect of ſecurity and indepen- 
— it opens an intercourſe with the 
Tony by rayerz which, though the 
ful part of religious duty 
would become unneceſſary the moment 
that the aid of Divine grace ſhould be 
F of PAY ſes, Con 
rom cauſes, Con- 
Son you P how expedient is the 
diſpenſation ow neceſſary 
it & bs for us N N preſent ſtate, we 
need not make appeals to reaſon, dert 


ce. 
| Me be ignorant of the ſacred truths 
of religion, and to be deſtitute of the 
communicable influences of God's Holy 
Spirit, has been always conſidered by 
men as the moſt deplorable condi 
ton of human wretchedneſs. Hence 


we find it} in the ſacred wri- 
tings by the 755% images of darkneſs ' 
death. Thoſe, ſays the prophet, 


in dar ine have ſeen a great 
e, they 42 were in the * 
22 of death, on them bath 
heh, a ſhined.— Awake, thou that 
Hee 


Hmm 


run AND cos TAN TIA. 


n light —My God, 
blen mine eyes t 
5. This was + tion yz ; 


prince, whoſe devotion was ſo pure and 
exalted, that the Almighty hiniſelf bore 

teſtimony to his excellence in pronoun- 
cing him a man after bis own heart. 
And could he, the light of Iſrael—could 
— diſtinguiſhed for his knowledge of 
the then revealed religion, could he, 


illumined with the ſpirit of 

think it neceſſary Ak Ay 194 

lightening grace of 4 and ſhould 

wor 2 much 3 end cannot, 
et, any ſuperior 

pa of the Divine Spirit, To who have 

yet, with him, the ſame propenfities to 


| e indeed, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs hath ſhined. To us is Ae 
perfect knowledge of thoſe ſaving truths, 
thoſe exalted doArines, that were then 
only ſeen in types and ſhadows. It is 
our happineſs to know the perfe& will 
of God, revealed by his Son, Jefus 
Chriſt, The ſacred Scriptures contain 
every thing neceſſary to ſalvation. There 
oy — ony is clearly ſtated, and 
of faith ſufficiently diſco- 
noe? þ PIs theſe fountains of light and 
immortalit ah 9. apply without de- 
on, at which 
ph th us into all A 
Bleſſed be the gracious Author of 
our ſalvation! the yo of 3 2 


e 


good things to come, are «a 


we know what we TOY, 
It is for us, then, on the light 
hath | ſhined, to be billing, at leaſt, to 
rejoice in ary t. It is for us, with 
uity to ſtudy the holy 


unwearied affi 


Seriptures, which are able to make us 


wiſe unto ſalvation, Whatever at- 
tainments we make in ſcience, if we 
negle& this, the only true wiſdom, our 
knowledge and our induſtry are vain. 
Whatever (kill, whatever prudence we 
poſſeſs in the ceconomy of this life, of 
the acquiſition has been made by the 

negle& of this knowledge, it is _ 
— darkens, and prudence that de- 


. rude notices of 
alone can never be ſufficient to direct us 


in every ay gon of our conduct. Thoſe 


lights, though uſeful and univerſal, 
are liable to be obſcured by the 
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by de ſubſervient to the heart, rr em- 
in the defence of what we wiſh, 
ather than what we ought to do. The 
force of truth may be overcome by ha- 
bitz and, like the heathen ſtatuary, we 
may fall down before an image of our 
own framing. It is eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry, therefore, that we ſhould have ſome 
certain rules of aRion, ſome plain di- 
reftions laid down for our conduct, 
which can neither be perverted by ſo. 
phiſtry, nor miſconſtrued by error. 
Such, Conſtantia, is the neceſſity of 
that external information which has 
been ordinarily diſpenſed to us by the 
Spirit of God; which, while I haye been 
attending to, I have not loſt ſight of my 
rgument. 
: e ſame cauſes which concur to 
make the outward evidences of the Spi- 
rit of God ſo neceſſary for our informa- 
tion, render the internal aids of his 
Grace as neceſſary for our direction and 
ſu in the diſcharge of our duty. 
To acquire a conſummate knowled 
of the holy Scriptures is not alone ſuf- 
ficient 7 conduct us to * r of ever- 
ing life. Theſe are the leading ſtat 
gs. 8h muſt direct our 7> 
but other means are neceſſary to guard 
us from the tempeſt above, and the 
ſhoals below. The ocean of life is 
treacherous and uncertain. Many la- 
on dangers wg the r 
is frequently in the greateſt peri 
be thinks himſelf the moſt ſecure. 
Shall I change the ſcene, and ſuppoſe 
that we have an earthly paſſage to the 
city that is not made with bands? Yet, 
in that caſe, how many circumſtances 
of danger to the traveller does the alle- 
gory afford me! A thouſand accidents 
concur to make us deviate from the 
narrow way that leadeth to life. We 
are on one ſide threatened by horrible 
Cipices, on another invited by pro- 
pes of beauty: deſpair points out to 
us the length and difficulty of the jour- 
ney, and wearineſs importunes us to 
ſeek the vallies of repoſe. 
The object, indeed, at which we fi- 
nally aim, would infinitely counterba- 
lance every N e And the 
ufferings of the preſent time will bear 
* compariſon 1 0 glory that ſhall 
be revealed among us. But objects 
placed at a diſtance, however important, 
never ſtrongly affect us: as in the at- 
wattion of bodies; if thoſe with which 
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they ſympathize be far removed, 
0 adhere to others more WP 
which they have leſt relation. 
Some portion of Divine Grace, ſome 
meaſure of God's Holy Spirit, is indiſ- 
pony nec tor every Chriſtian. 
ere human wiſdom, though aſſiſted by 
the knowledge of the Divine Revela- 
tion, will not always be ſufficient to 
ſu us in our . | 
the conviction of truth upon us, 
are we inſenſibly drawn into the ways 
of error! How often, in the conſciouſ- 
neſs of determined integrity, are we 
betrayed into vice by the ſtratagema of 
temptation! we in gene» 
ral be very ſenſible of * yet we 
have not at all times the ſame capacity 
of attention, nor the ſame readineſs of 
hon to diftiaguiſh from 
evil. The faculties of end are 
imes vigorous, and ſometimes lan- 
guid. The will is tly retained 
y idleneſs, or ſolicited by , with- 
out receiving any inſtructions from rea- 
ſon; and the ceconomy of the ſoul is 
—_ in diſorder than that of the 
y. 
In ſuch eircumſtances, Conſtantia, 
have we not need of ſome ſuperior aid ? 
Want we not the directive influences of 
the Spirit of Wiſdom, to keep vs in the 
narrow paths of duty? Can there be 
any doubt that the ordinary diſpenſa- 
tions of Grace are neceſſary ? 

But in what degree, you aſk, is this 
grace ordinarily diſpenſed? to which [ 
muſt beg leave to anſwer, that God giv- 
eth not bis Spirit by meaſure. It is 
enough for us to know what he hath 
declared, that bis Grace is ſufficient for 
#5, It muſt be neceſſary in a greater or 
a leſs degree, in proportion to the dif- 
ferent tempers, ſituations and circum- , 
ſtances of mankind : and to the pray- 
ers and endeavours of each a fi 
thereof will be diſpenſed. To our 
7 and endeavours, I ſay, it will 
be diſpenſed ; agreeably to which we 
are told, that our bea venly Father will 
give of his Holy Spirit to them that aſt 
it in bis Son's name. And while we 
are informed that it is God aube work 
eth in us, we are commanded to work 
out our own ſalvation. ' Thus, Con- 
ftantia, a ſufficiency of the Divine Grace 
is promiſed to our prayers promi ed to 
co-operate with, our endeavours. And 
it is thus, that the œconomy cf grace 
interferes not with that freedom of will 
. on 
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it, as rational crea· 


agency of man would be ſuperſeded, 
and the do&rine of rewards and puniſh- 
ments would be vain. If, according 
to the doctrine of fanaticks, the Grace 
of God be an impulſive principle, par- 
tially beſtowed, and actuating us as 
mere machines, then the Almighty 
has. taken our ſalvation into his own 
bands, and rendered moral virtue an 


ty name. * 
* this doctrine will, on the conclu- 
fron, be found blaſphemous to God, 
and injurious to mankind, For, if 
God be the ſole agent of our ſalvation, 
to him it muſt be owing if any ſoul pe- 


the flood-gates of vice may be thrown 
open, and the world be. overwhelmed 
with the deluge. byes 

But if God be the ſole author of our 
falvation, and if his Grace be an im- 
pulſive principle which we cannot re- 
fiſt, then no foul ſhall periſh; for we 
are expreſs y told that Cod is not 2 
that any ſould periſh, but that all jþ 
come to repentance. 1 * 
plied, that ſome do periſh.; nay, t 
many go on in .the broad way to de- 
_ firuttion: then I. anſwer, that God has 

not the . r to do what he is willi 
to do. He is willing that — ws. 
periſh; and yet you ſay that ſome do pe. 
Fiſh, therefore there ate ſome whom he 
has it not in his power to ſave, Now 
God is all · powerful conſequently he 
muſt have diſpenſed-with his power in 
that reſpect by making the ſalvation of 
man conditional. If we accept not. the 
mercies of the Goſpel on the terms that 
are offered to us, God himſelf can do 
no more for us—God himſelf cannot 
act inconſiſtently with his own laws. 
Every attribute of the ſupreme perfec- 
tion mult be perfe—Jultice and truth 
are his eſſential attributes—his juſtice 


and his truth therefore muſt be perfect. 


. -You ſee, my friend, how wretched- 
ly founded is that fanatical doctrine, 
whick repreſents the Grace of God as 


riſheth-; and if moral virtue be vain, 


.the mind with a right 


irreſiſtible e Qi 4 5 
litionally, oy Ho men to I 
vation. You ſee what diſhonour : 
would bring upon the Deity, what 


N order amongſt mapgkind, and bow in- 


conſiſtent it is with the ſacred writings. 
If, therefore, the Grice of God be A 
conditional, not an irreſiſtible principle 
it will, as J obſerved before, be ne 
penſed only in a ſufficient degree: that 
1s, it will, effeyally co-operate with 
our own endeavours in working out gur 
ſalvation. "More than this we have no 
right to expect from the Grace of God: 
Infinite Wiſdom. will not do what is pet 
neceſſary to be dane, The extraordina- 
ry influences of the Spirit have ceaſed, 
becauſe they are no longer requiſiie, 
* Saint Paul himſelf, in bis Firſt Epiſtle 
the converts at Corinth, tells them, 
nat the miraculous power of the Holy 
Spirit ſhould ceaſe, but that Charity, 
which was a moral grace of Chriſtians 
ſhould ſtill remain, in conſequence of 
oſe ordinary diſpenſations of the Spi- 
rit, that ſhould continue with the church. 
Whatever, therefore, appears to ex- 
ceed theſe ordinary influences of Grace, 
the raving flights of enthuſiaſm, and 
the rage of fanatick zeal ; the ſudden 
impulſes of devotional rapture, and the 
wild reveries of Tartuffian dreamers ; 
all theſe are the fruits of inſane imagi- 
nation, and cannot proceed from that 
e. and peaceable Spirit which cometh 
rom the Father of Lights. S 
The office of that Spirit is to inform 
| Eule of it's duty, 
and to animate and encourage it in the 
diſcharge of it. In this light it is pro- 
ly called by our Redeemer, that Com- 
forter which ſhould lead us into all truth, 
and teach us all things. 
Ho much are thoſe offices miſrepre · 
ſented by the followers of Calvin, and 
by enthuſiaſts of every denomination ! 
What viſtonary communications, what 
ſuggeſtions of ſick fancy, have thoſe de- 
lirious dreamers imputed to the Spirit of 
wiſdom ! as if God would render vain 
that faculty of reaſon which characte- 
rizes,man- by his own image; and as if 
the enlightening Spirit of Grace would 
rather obſcure than illumine the under- 
ſtanding ; theſe unthinking men have 
charged upon the operations of that 
Spirit the moſt extravagant effects of 
wild inſanity. Under the influence of 
imaginary calls, ſome have 8 
and ſome have propheſied. e me- 
chats chanick 


L 
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chanick has forſaken his awl, and his 
wife her diſtaff, and with heads full of 
orious viſions, together they have iſ- 
| into the ftreets and highways to 
bliſh the everlaſting Goſpel. | 
It will always be difficult for devout 
orance to diſtinguiſh between the 
oggeſtions of imagination, and the in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit. Unae - 
cuſtomed to abſtracted thinking, or even 
kar 8 from the moſt ſim- 
e propoſitions, the ignorant are unable 
to form any 2 that mode of in- 
ſpiration, which ſhould be moſt confiſtent 
with the wiſdom of Providence. They 
conſider not that it muſt be more agree- 
able to infinite knowledge to invigorate 
the nobler faculty of reaſon, and to 
bring the paſſions into ſubjeRion, than 
by inflaming them to weaken that facul- 
ty, and by Id doing to put darkneſs for 
tight. Hence all the waking dreams of 
blind enthuſiaſm are cheriſhed and re- 
ſpected as the offspring of Grace; and 
the miſtaken "viſionary afcribes to the 
Author of Reaſon, ſuch — and 
communications' as could only exiſt in 
a mind where reaſon was impotent. 
But the deluſions of innocent enthu- 
fiaſm would hardly deſerve attention, 
were they not ſometimes productive of 
conſequences that render that enthuſiaſm 
no longer innocent. From the belief 
of divine impulſes, the flames of per- 
ſecution have been lighted, and the altars 
of ſuperſtition have been adorned ; the 
ſanguinous hate been prompted to in- 
dulge their natural thirſt of blood, and 
the gloomy have forſaken the ſociety of 


human creatures, and inhabited caves, 


and cells in ſolitary ſanctity. This 
ſpecies of religious retirement I have 
ever condemned; but my objections do 
not affect the conventual life, for there 
is great difference between retiring to a 
cave in ſome unfrequented defart, and 
entering into a religious ſociety “. Ma- 
ny more than theſe have been the effects 
of - mittaken impulſes. The hiſtory of 
the church in every period abounds with 
them, 

Yet how eaſy is it, upon reflection, 
to guard againit theſe deluſions! What is 
the end of Divine Grace? Itis only to aid 
us in the knowledge and in the diſcharge 


of our duty. Therefore, whatever im- 
pulſe hath other tendency than theſe, it 
cannot be of G6d, becauſe it is not 
agreeable to his wiſdom to do what is 
ſuperfluous. A ſufficiency of his Grace 
is what alone he hath promiſed us, and 


What alone it is connſtent with Infinite 


Wiſdom to give, Will the Father of 
Lights amuſe his creatures with dreams 
and reveries ? Will he ſport with their 
paſſions, depreſs and elevate, inflame 
and diſtract them? Will he not rather 
aſſiſt ſuch as call upon him faithfully, to 
bring thoſe paſſions into ſubjection; and 
to confirm in it's proper empire the 
nobler principle of reaſon ? Is not fuck 
the mode of operation that the all-wiſe 
Creator would aſſign to his aſſiſting Spi- 
rit? The wiſdom that cometh from 
above, we are told, is pure and peace - 
able: ſuch wiſdom is congenial with 
our reaſon, which is a clear and ſteady 
principle ; and therefore it muſt a& in 
eoncurrence with that principle; at leaft, 
it's effects cannot be repugnant to it's 
conceptions. 

Thus, Conſtantia, by the informa- 
tion of the revealed word, and by the 
uſe of that reaſon which God has given 
us that we may beable to underſtand his 
will, we learn the nature of ſuch diſ- 
penſations as his wiſdom harh thought 
proper to communicate to us. 

I have extended my obſervations on 
this ſubje& farther than you deſired, or 
might expect, becauſe the doctrine of 
Grace is an important ſubject, and the 
right underſtanding of it may not only 
preſerve us from many abſurdities and 
indecencies in religious ny; but from 
many dangerous errors both in practice 
and belief, When once the heart gives 
itſelf up to blind fanaticiſm, we can- 
not tell to what attempts it may be ſe- 
duced, or where i influences of unre- 
ſtrained and (WHA will always be the 
conſequence) of miſdirected paſſions 
may lead us. When the imagination 
triumphs over reaſon, the ceconomy of 
the mind is deſtroyed ; and Confuſion, 
with Inſanity in her rear, approaches, 
and uſurps the empire of the toul. 

May every miniſtering ſpirit of hea- 
ven guard the peace of my Conftantia ! 
May her piety be uniformly rational 


* There is, indeed, as Father Francis obſerves, a difference between theſe two ſorts - 
of retirement; but, in the Lad tor's opinion, the difference lies only in the mode; for 
they are equally repugnant to the determinations of Providence, which has made the 


whole moral duty of man to conſiſt in the ſocial capacity of ſerving his fellow - creatures. 
G 


and 


and calm! May the incenſe of her de- 
votion riſe from the altar of reaſon, the 
voluntary ſacrifice of gratitude ! May 
ſhe ever know whom ſhe 2vorſhips, and 
remember that an intellectual Being re- 
quireth an intellectual adoration! In 
every act of worſhip, and in every point 
of duty, may ſhe be conſtantly ſup- 
ported and directed by 
peaceable Spirit of Truth! By that Spi - 
rit may ſhe be enlightened. to diſcern 
thoſe hner relations that exiſt between 
the Creator and the creature, undiftin- 
guiſhed by the eye of human intelli- 
gence, and learn from thence not only 
what is due, but what is acceptable to 
God. Under every circumſtance of 
life may ſhe be happy in eaſe, or con- 
tented in reſignation; and when the 
ſhort thread of life is ſpun, when ſhe 
enters upon the inheritance of immor- 
tality, may ſhe receive the fulneſs of 
the bleſſings which Infinite Benevolence 
has in reſerve for thoſe that honour him 
a he ought to be honoured. f 


FRANCIS. 
LETTER VIII. 
_ CONSTANTIA TO, THEODOSIUS. 


OW beautiful does the religion of 

Chriſtians appear, when beheld 
with the eye of realo:.! How amiable 
the benevolent Author of it! Surely, 
my revered friend, there is a ſecret de- 
light in the inveſtigation of divinetruths, 
and the diſcovery of them affords the 
greateſt of pleaſures. Your moſt oblig- 
ing letter on the ſubje& of Grace, gave 
you, I preſume, no leſs ſatisfaction in 
the writing, than it afforded ine in the 
peruſal ; and I thin I can diſcern, in 
the more animated Mages of that let- 
ter, thoſe pleaſing Tenfations you felt 
when the light of religious truth ſhone 
the cleareſt to your eye. If I am not 
miſtaken in this, and if your pleaſure 
in writing that letter, were equal to that 
which I found in reading it, you have 
had a better reward than my gratitude 
can give you. e 
Vou have juſtified the ſcheme of Pro · 
vidence in the diſpenſation of Grace, 
againſt every objection that has been or 
can be brought againſt it. You have 
placed in a clear light the benevolent 


the pure and 
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purpoſes of the Father of Mercies i 
that diſpenſation, who has made 2 
dependent on him for the aſſiſtance of 
his divine Spirit, only becauſe he has a 
delight to give it, and becauſe it muſt 
be the happineſs and comfort of his 
creatures to receive it, It plainly a 
pears from your account of it, that - 
ceconomy. of grace interferes not with 
that freedom of will on which all mo- 
ral goodneſs muſt be founded, and with- 
out which we could neither be capable 
of virtue nor vice, neither intitled to 
rewards, nor liable to puniſhment. 
appears that the moral agency of man 
may be exerciſed in the application of 
the Dvine Grace, and that he is at li 
berty either to apply or to reject it. 
With reſpe& to the degree in which 
it is diſpenſed, you have, no doubt, 
rightly obſerved, that as God will not 
do what is unneceſſary, no more than a 
ſuſficiency of it will be granted to our 
prayers: and as to the mode of it's ope- 
ration, it is ſurely conſiſtent with the 
wiſdom that gave us reaſon for our di- 
rection, to render by his the ef- 
forts of that reaſon effectual, in ſub- 
jecting the paſſions, and reducing them 
to the obedience of his holy laws. B 
a rational worſhip, you have RY 
in a former letter, that God is moſt 
honoured; when, from a due and diſ- 
Monate conſideration of his benevo- 
ent works, we come, from a princi- 
ple of gratitude, to offer him a reaſon- 
able ſacrifice. This facrifice would 
indeed be no longer reaſonable, were 
we irreſiltibly impelled to offer it by the 
influences of a ſuperior agency: we 
ſhould then be the inftruments of a 
worſhip paid to God, but we ſhould 
not be the worſhippers; and with what 
delight ſhould the eternal Wiſdom look 
upon our ſacrifice, when conſcious that 
it proceeded not from a voluntary diſ- 
charge of duty, but was the inevita- 
ble conſequence of his on agency? 
With what propriety could he ſay, 
Well done, thou good and faithful ſer- 
vant ; when he himſelf has been the 
agent, and the ſervant no more than a 
machine in his hands? To ſuppoſe, 
then, that the Divine Grace is an irre- 
ſiſtible principle, muſt be to charge God 
fooliſhly ; and whatever reverence I have 
— 1M paid to thoſe miſdeemin 
enthuſiaſts who have this doctrine, 
muſt now retract it, and ſhall, for the 
future, 
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fature, rather pity them as miſtaken, 


than reſpe& them as inſpired. 
But I will own to you, my paternal 


friend, that I ſhould nat fo eaſily have 


become the diſciple of reaſon, had you 
made that faculty a dictator on it's own 
authority; when you only make it in- 


ſtrumental in the application of truths - 


revealed, as that is, undoubtedly, the 
purpoſe for which it was given us, I 
cannot but agree with you in every con- 


cluſion you have made. 


How ſhall I thank you for tlie re- 
peated inſtances of your care and kind- 


| neſs, for thoſe ardent wiſhes that glow 


in the laſt page of your letter, thoſe 
prayers for your Conſtantia's happineſs 
ſafety? O may they be heard at 
the throne of everlaſting mercy! and 
riſe not unaccompanied with thoſe daily 
offerings which he delights in making 
for the preſervation of her friend, A- 
dieu. 
CONSTANCE. 


LETTER IX. 
THEODOSIVS ro CONSTANTIA. 
A you were not diſpleaſed with my 


account of the diſpenſation of 
grace, I will now give you my thoughts 


on a- duty, to the due diſcharge of 


which, that diſpenſation is promiſed. 
I have obſerved before, that, were the 
ow of God an unconditional and irre- 
ſtible principle, our prayers would be 
ſuperfluous. Had the almighty Provi- 
dence formed an irreverſible decree with 
2 to our ſalvation, or were he to- 
y uninfluenced by any thing that 
we ſhould do in order to obtain the aid 
of his Sacred Spirit, our acts of devo- 
tion would be as abſurd as every other 
act of duty would be vain. Vet there 
are many, Conſtantia, who hold this 
doctrine; becauſe the Chriſtian cove» 
nant is called the covenant of grace, 
wy annihilate the moral agency of man, 
and repreſent him as entirely paſſive in 
the accompliſhment of his ſalvation. I 
have ſufficiently expoſed the errors of 
this unſcriptural doctrine, and ſhall 
fore proceed to conſider prayer as 

one of the means of grace. 
* Saviour _—_— who died for 
aur fins, and roſe again for our juſtifi- 
cation, - (that 1 bor our deliyerance 


* 


from eternal death; for the word juſti- 
fication in the facred writings, generally: 
ſignifies deliverance, and in that ſenſe I 
underſtand it in this paſſage) our Saviour. 
himſelf, I fay, whoſe merits with the 
Father were the primary means of pro- 
curing us this grace, expreſsly con- 
vinceth us that it is to be obtained by 
prayer. For, in the firſt place, this 
was the method by which he propoſed 
to obtain it for us will pray to the 
Father, ſays he, and he will fend you 
another Comforter, who ſhall abide with 
you always ; and, in the next mow he 
aſſures his diſciples, that his heavenly 
Father will give his Holy Spirit to them 
that alk it. The paſlage is expreſs to 
the purpoſe. T ſay unto you, aft and it 
Hall be given you, ſeek and ye ſball 
find, knock and it ball be opened unto 
vou. For every one that aſkteth receiveth; 
and be that ſeeketh findeth, and to bim 


. that kmoecketh it ſhall be opened. Which 


of you, being a father, if his ſon ſhall 
aſt bread, will give bim a flone? Or 
if a fiſh, will be jor a fiſh give him a ſer- 
tent] Nay, and if he ſhould aſk an eggs 
avill be give him a ſcorpion? If ye, then, 
being evil, know how 10 give good gifts 
to your children, how much rather Sai 
yeur Father, who is in heaven, give the 
Hely Spirit io them that aſk bim ? The 
pams that the Divine Reaſoner hath 
taken to convince his diſciples upon this 
point of faith, are very remarkable. 
He firlt commands, or rather exhoris 
them to offer their prayers to God ; then, 
for their encouragement, he aſſures them 
that ſuch prayers are heard and granted; 
and afterwards, for their conviction, 
he infers an undeniable concluſion from 
a parity of reaſon, Thus there remains 
no doubt, that as the mediation -of 
Chriſt is the primary, ſo prayer is the 
ſecondary means of Grace. 
In what words, then, and with what 
ſpirit ſhall we pray? Wherewithal ſhall 
we come before the Lord, and humble 
ourſelves before the high God ? Is not, 
it may be aſked, that form of prayer 
which our, Saviour taught his diſciples, 
comprehenſive of all our wants, and 
ſufficient for the Chriſtian church in all 
ages? Should this queſtion be put, I 
would anſwer in the negative. The 
prayer which our Saviour taught his 
diſciples was a temporary form. The 
redemption of mankind was not then 
accompliſhed ; the means of grace were 
not- vated, The Saviour of the 
G 2 world 
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Votld was not aſcended into heaven, 
and it was in conſequence of his af-. 


cenſion only, that 10 Comforter, the 
Toa i Trath, was granted to the 
e ee „ſays he, the. 

t come unto you ; but 

if I go 4 , 1 will fend him unto you. 
„therefore, that he 
ſhould. teach his diſciples. to pray for 
that grace which was not yet attainable, 
nor communicated, except in an eſpecial 
manner. Some ſubtle i ters have. 
indeed, ſuppoled, that the meaning of. 


© thy kingdom come, in the prayer 


above-mentioned, is metaphorical,” and 

that the -influence of grace is thereby 
ified z but, ſetting alide thoſe argu · 

ments I have brought againſt the poſh- 


bility of this interpretation, I would 
aſk"theſe men, whether it be probable. 


that the wiſe Author of our ſalvation 


ſhould teach his diſciples to expreſs lo. 


important a petition by a diſtant meta- 


phor ? * he who taught them 
plainly wk Give us this day our 
© daily bread; would not, if it had 


been then wa, haye taught them as ty. 
| gy wt. to fay, 0 Give us the grace of 


thy Holy Spirit; or to have expreſſed. 
them ſelves in ſome other form of words 
as clear, and as much to the purpole. 
Had the words, 


they might as well have been wreſted 
to one ſenſe as to another; but the king- 
dom of God was an exprefſion familiar 
to the ears of the diſciples, and to them 
it required no comment. They knew 


that it meant the eftabliſhment of the . caſtigation of the votat ies of Baal. Vet, 


Meſfiab"sevangelical kingdom. Another 
argument that this form of prayer was 
temporary, and is naw inſufficient, is 
this, that the apoſtles made uſe of other 
prayers. To prove this, it is not ne- 
ceſſary to adduce a * inilance, be- 
cauſe numbers offer t] ves. 
Neither ia it neceſſary for me to in 


ſtroct you, Conſtantia, in What words 


Des ſhould pray for the aſſiſtance of the 
vine Spirit. Eloguence i is in no wiſe 


— to prayer; it may be neceſſary 
for 


e perſuaſion of men, but God ſet- 
teth it at nought. Let us not think that 


we ſhall de heard the ſooner for our 


much ſpeaking, nor yet for the elegance 
of our — ag if we pray dived ſet 


thy. kingdom come, no 
_ fignification that was literally obvious, 


form, let the wp of it be artleſo 
and unaffected; and E 
ſemble the /inglenefs or fimplitit — 
heart, with which we ſhould offer, 
the all- knowing Wiſdom. 1 — 
readily give you ſuch a form as I ſpeak. 
of, but the church alloweth not a pri- 
vate eccleſiaſtick to compoſe and com- 
municate a form of prayer. For you, 
however, whole underſtanding is 3 
and whoſe memory is retentive, who 
digeſt your thoughts with propriety, 
and expreſs them with eaſe, ſcarce —4 
form of private devotion is neceſſary.* 
With regard to the ſpirit and — 
wherewith we ought to approach the 
eternal Providence, we cannot be too 
attentive to fo important a eircumſtante. 
We ſhonld endeavour, as much as poi. 
fable; to be ſerene and-recoliefted. Be- 
fore we addreſs that almighty Being, 
we. ſhould meditate a moment on his 
ſublime perfections, and fill our minds 
with the idea of his glorious attributes. 
But rather let us contemplate him in his 
benevolent, than in his judicial capaci- 
. We ought, indeed, never to be 
without the idea of the latter, but the 
firtt mould always have the leading in- 
fluence in our minds. Qur heeventy 
Father treated us not as ſervants, but 
as ſons ; our acts of obedience, there - 
fore. 10 him ſhould be purely filial. He 
lighteth not in the proſtration of ſerviie 
fear, but in the chearful worſhip of re- 
verential gratitude. Let us not approach 
him with the cries and lamentations of 
Moloch's worſhippers, nor with the ſelt · 


on this, as well as on every other occa- 
ſiun, let us remember the vatt diſtance 
between fallen man and his Creator; 
let us conſider that aur God, though 
ſeated on che throne of everlatting mer- 
cy, is an offended Being, whole laws 
we have broken; and to boſe favour 
we have forfeited our natural right. 
Thele reti. tions will make us approach 
him with that humble and dependent 
ſpirit, which muſt become a trail and 
erring creature, in the preſence of it's 
almighty and all-perfe& Judge. 

Let the incenſe we- offer him be. the 
— and undiſſembled devotion of the 
cart. Let us avoid the Phariſaical oſ- 
tentation of long prayers. den rhocad 


How idle have been all the diſputes concerning the preference of praying by form, 


or praying extempore Both have t AM: in their «Alt 
publick, the r devotion. OY oY 


. 
- 
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in that reſpect re- 
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wants, may be in few words, 
and God is not flow'to hear. One pe- 


earneſt petition for the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
one ſincere ex 
be as as a thouſand repetitions. 
Diffuſe and declamatory prayer is a matk 
of fanaticiſm, the and extravagant 


effuſion of 1 nce: Shall we 


think that the Divine — is to be 
courted by auch ſpeaking ? I it ne- 
cellary that the — 3 heart ſhall 
weary Heaven with long importunity ? 
Would not this be ro ſuppoſe that God 


is hard to be intreated, or that his ear 
is obſtructed, and cunnot bear Ho 


brief is that temporary 


form of prayer 


which our Saviour taught his diſciples! 


Does that form contain one mere ſuper - 


fluous word, vr one mere collateral or un · 


important thought! Is the imagination 
indulged m vain deſcriptions, or are the 
paſſions rouzed to eager imprecations ? 
as if the Divine Author of it had fore- 
ſeen the idle prolixity of thoſe ranting 

which ſhoald be uſed in future 
ages of the church, he has in the above - 
mentioned form been remarkably con- 
ciſe. There is not, perhaps, in any 


language, an inſtance of compoſition 


where ſo much is expreſſed in & few 
words. Y (ba. : doch n 
It muſt be owned, however, that to 
expreſs our - thoughts with brevity and 
preciſion, muſt be rhe effect of literary 
ſkill with us, as it was of divine know- 
ledge with the Author of the diſciples 
prayer. But from the brevity of that 
prayer we” may learn, what may be of 


more al uſe, to offer no ſuperfluous: 
adde ie tothe Almighty. If we look 


into many of our modern forms of 
prayer, particularly ſoch as have been 
compoſed by Chriſtians for their private 
uſe, and afterwards printed for the ſer - 
vice of the ick, we ſhall find that 
this s been very much 
lee. - With a — 2 
ing expreſſions, partly taken from the 
ſucred writings, and partly the coinage 
of their on imaginatione, as if they 
would make a 1 of their ee 
ment, are loud in complaining o 
— the worſt — 
This is a burleſque upon Chriſtian ha- 
mility, I have kübdwn a pious lady, 
whoſe life was one continued ſcene of 


deyion, daily repeat theſe humiliating 


n of gratitude, will” 
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n give cx well 20 eur natural 


to the Father of truth and wiſdum. 

Our Saviour"'s approbation of the pub- 
nitential ſigh, one humble acknowledg- 
ment, will find it's way to heaven. One 


lican's prayer affords no argument in 
favenr of theſe, The publican was 
ſuppoſed to bereally a ſinner, not in the - 
ordinary, bur in the extraordinaty fenſe 


r ont lg — 
rade of humiliation. He, though a 


publican, does not call himſelf the 


worſt of men, but faith fimply, « God 
© be merciful to me a finner!* This 
was all that he ſaid, and all that was ne- 
ceſſiry for him to ſayx. 
Theſe over abaſing forms ef pray 
are not only improper for the Chriſtian 
who leads a regular life, but muſt like · 
wiſe be repugnant to his conſcience, 
and obnoxious to his fincerity. It is 
impoſſible that, while he is ſenſible of 
his good diſpoſition, and endeavours to 
live s. corling to the Divine laws, he 
ſhoul4 believe himſelf to be the wicked 
wretch that his prayers repreſent him. 
I have yet one objection more to thefe 
humiliating rants, theſe effuſions of fa- 


naticiſm. are not —— * h 
for the good man, bot unneceſſary for 


the finner—at leaſt, on the part of God 
they are annece 
it be ſuppoſes, that he is ignorant of dur 
conduct, and mutt learn it from à mul 
titude of ſelf-ahaſing words? Or ſhaft 
we think that he delights in the frequent 
mention of that wickedneſs, the practiet 
of which offended him? Or may we 
believe that he will be prevailed üpon 
by the loudnefs of 'tautological decla- 


mation? Tf theſe things are not to de 


ſuppoſed, we ſhall conclude that theſe 


harangues of ſelf abaſcment are unne- 


ceſſary with reſpect to God, and that it 
will he more proper, as well as more 
modeſt, for the finner to uſe the brief 
acknowledgment of the publican. 
Long and Joud confeſſious of fin be- 
fore God, ate always a mark of weak 
underſtanding: nay, I have known ſome 
eeeleſiaſticks ſo extremely ihjadicious au 
to recommend this praftice in private 
devotion; and fo weak as to gdvife us, 
in our addreſſes to God, to mention 
particularly the ſeveral fins we have been 
guilty of. Is not this to fuppoſe 0 
God i even fuch a one as dure 
Or is it not to conceive yet more mean 
of him? When a perſon is difpoſed ta 


aſk forgiveneſs of thoſe whom he tas 


offended, and to acknowledge his faulis 
would a generous mind be * 


far y: for, of God cen 
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with the recapitulation of them ? Would 
it not rather be painful to a generous 
mind ? And ſhall we dare to think that 
man is. poſſeſſed of greater generoſity, 


or more enlarged conceptions, than that 


infinite Being from -whom he derives 
both? Why, then, ye ſelf-abaſing ſin- 
ners, will ye weary God with your miſ- 
taken prayers? Why will ye offer to 
the Divine ear what it 1 not to 
bear? Can ye not be humble, without 
importuning Heaven with your ACTs 
of humility? Is not this a ſpecies of 
eye-ſerwvice ? | Nun 

Let us tonſider the parable of the pro- 
digal ſon, which may in ſome meaſure 
be looked upon as a form of repentance. 
He had meditated, we are told, a ſhort 
ſpeech of acknowledgment. * Father, 
® 1] have finned againſt heaven, and in 
© thy fight, and no longer am worthy to 
© be c t fon ; make me as cat of 


0 


© thy bired ſervants.” This confeſſion 


he meditated, and this was as brief, for 
the circumſtances, as the prayer. of the 
blican. But what do we End in the 
tequel of the ſtory? We find that this 
tort ſpeech was rendered Kill ſhorter, 
by the omiſſion of the laſt clauſe.- The 
penitent fon, after he had met with ſuch 
a, gracious reception from his father, 
bly concluded that ſuch a humi- 
ting overture would give him pain 
or if * a 
ther interrupted him, by calling to his 
ſervants, and ordering the beit robes. 
Obſerve, my Conſtantia, the {kill of the 
ſacred paraboliſt in this place. Ard the 
fon ſaid unto him, Father, I have ſinned 
© agamſi beaven, and in thy fight, and 
* no longer am worthy to be called thy ſon.” 
——But the fatber ſaid unto bis ſervants, 
* Ering forth the prime robe, and put it 
© «Sox him. Is not the omiſſion of the laſt 
clauſe in the premeditated ſpeech, (make 
ae as one of thy bired ſervants) afier 
fuch a reception, remarkably beautiful? 


When this is conſidered, does it appear 


in the leaſt probable that the father 
ſhould either expect, or take delight in 
a detail of his ſon's follies and vices ? 

As an at of repentance, with reſpect 
to God, ſuch a detail cannot be neceſ- 
fary: for what is repentance, but a 
relinquiſhment of fins, from a convic- 
tion that they have offended the Judge 
of the world? 


I baye ſaid more on this circumſtance 


were about to make it, the fa- 


offer up your prayers in an 
time! 415 


than I at firſt intended, and poſſibly 
more than you may think it required: 
but nothing is unimportant that relates 
to the — * of God, or that cantri- 
butes any thing to rectify that worſhip. 
For this reaſon, you-will favour me 
with your attention, -while I point out 
ſome other errors that I have obſerved 
in forms of devotion. Among theſe are 
impertinent expreſſions,” ſuch as have 
no immediate relation either to the ge- 
neral or particular purpoſes of prayer; 
ſuch as are introduced merely for pa- 


rade, or ſuch as have no other end than 


to fill the harmony of a period, or to 
form the fide of an antitheſis. Of theſe I 
could produce many inſtances, from al- 
moſt every form of prayer, whether pub. 
lick or private, from. profuſe expatiations 
on the paſt and preſent works of God, 
and from ſuperfluous details of our con- 
duct towards bim; when with careful 
minuteneſs we inform him of circum- 
= which he knows better than our- 

ves. | 

Neither can I approve of thoſe devout 
rhapſodies, thoſe ſportizgs of zeal, that 
holy dalliance wit Goa, which ſwell 
the morning and evening devotions of 
many pious Chriſtians. Theſe deſul- 
tory effuſions are inconſiſtent with that 
reverence which is due to an Almighty 
Being. | a 

In ſhort: Let us, when we pray, be 
modeſt, humble, calm, and recollected; 
and let our forms of prayers be chaſte, 
ſubdued, conciſe, pertinent. 

Wen we approach the Almighty, 
let us not borrow our ideas of him from 
human charaQerifticks : let us remem- 
ber, that his vays are not our ways, 
neither are his thoughts our thoughts ;— 
that as much as heaven is bigher than 


the earth, ſo much are bis ways higber 


than our ways, and his thoughts than 
our thoughts. This reflection will at all 
times teach us a becoming reverence for 
our glorious Creator z and particularly, 
in our addreſſes to him, it will ſuggeſt 
to us the impropriety of vain and im- 
pertinent declamation, of the oftenta- 
tious effuſions of fanatick impudence, 
and the importunate familiarities of for- 
ward zeal. 

Adieu! my Conſtantia. May you 
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LE'TTER X. 
* 
.  CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS, 


OUR letters diſpleaſe me, my 
f e 5 they make me diſ- 
with myſelf. Ev is a 
. that reflets wats U of ain 
of folly or ignorance in my paſt con- 
duct. When I compare my opinions 
and my practice with thoſe which you 
recommend, I am mortified with be- 
holding ſome eſſential difference. But 
on, dear, cruel inſtructor, go on to 
umble the d heart of your Con- 
ſtantia; make her ſee in yet many more 
inſtances, what a weak, ignorant, ſhort- 
ſighted creature ſhe is. 

But indeed you ought to conquer that 
vanity, which in former days you con- 
tributed to ſtrengthen; when, too pro- 
digal of compliment, you would over- 
rate the, talents of your Conſtantia z 
and, in the humility of tender affection, 
would profeſs yourſelf her pupil! Be 
patient, and indulge me. You make 
me ſenſible of my weakneſs: I am yet 
a woman, and muſt complain; I will 
have my revenge, and convince you of 
your errors. Do I not owe much of 
my pride and vanity to you? Did you 
not, in the days of flattering love, che- 
riſh and ſupport thoſe unſerviceable foi · 
bles? Having no other ambition than 
to pleaſe Theodoſius, if he appeared fa- 
tisfied with my accompliſhments, I 
thought them ſufficient : if he praiſed 
my talents, I believed them to be great; 
and was indifferent about new acquiſi- 
tions of knowledge. Thus, my friend, 
I bring a heavy charge againſt you, and 
impute to you, in ſome meaſure, my 
pride and ignorance. Thus it is, that 
while your letters convince me of the lat- 
ter, I gratify the firſt by a flattering ex- 
cuſe. Poor Conſtantia! how much of 
human weakneſs doſt thou yet retain ! 
You have much to do, my venerable 
guide, much to do, before you ſhail 

ave rendered your pupil as wiſe and as 
good as ſhe ought to be. | 

What means this uneaſineſs that 
hangs upon my heart? Surely your 
letter, your 4 — letter, could not 
cauſe it. And yet I think, I had leſs 
pleaſure from it than from any other 
that you have written to me. Was it 
becauſe you have nat ſo often appealed 
to me by the endearing name of your 


55 
Conſtantia? To you, my confeſſor, 
my guide, and friend, I can open all 
my weakneſs. What means this un- 
eaſineſs that hangs upon my heart ? 


ConsTANCE., 


LETTER XI. 
THEODOSIUS TO CONSTANTIA. 


MIABLE tenderneſs! Dear Con- 
ſtantia! ſet your heart at eaſe. 
Exert your reaſon ; tax your fortitude ; 
call forth the nobler faculties of your 
mind, and charge them to aſſert their 
empire over the wayward paſſions. _ 

While we are in this ſtate of being, 
we muſt encounter difficulties, and 
ſtruggle with uneaſineſs. The heart 
will often be diſſatisfied we know not 
why, and reaſon will ſtand an idle ſpec- 
tator, as if unconſcious of it's power. 
In ſuch caſes it ought to be awakened 
from it's lethargy, and reminded of the 
taſk to which it is appointed. It ſhould 
be informed of the high office it bears 
in the œconomy of the ſoul, and be 
made acquainted with the inſidious vi- 
gilance of it's enemies. 

But while we languiſh under the un- 
eaſineſs of diſcontent, we cannot take a 
more effectual method to recover our 
peace, than to conſider the inſignifican- 
cy of every paſſion that centers, and 
purſuit that terminates here. _ 
our earthly aims were directed to their 
obje& by the favouring gale of fortune; 
ſuppoſe our purſuits ſhould be crowned 
with all the ſucceſs that —— hope 
aſſigns them; yet, vain, changeable, and 
impotent as we are, the ſucceſs would 
not be worth a moment's triumph. While 
the heart turns upon an earthly axis, 
like the ſperiſhable ball that it loves, it 
will be variouſly affected by outward in- 
fluences. Sometimes it will bear the 
fruits of gladneſs, and ſometimes be the 
barren deſart of melancholy; one while 
it will be exhilarated by the ſunſhine of 
pleaſure, and again it will languiſh in 
the gloom of diſcontent. The cauſe of 
this is, not only that the human heart 
is in [itſelf changeable and uncertain, 
deriving it's ſenſations from conſtitution- 
al influences, but that the objects, if 
they are earthly objects, on which it 
depends for happinets, are liable to va 
riation and decay. N | 

F Hence 


gious views. When our hopes of ha 
-pineſs are fixed on one certain event ; 
one event which, though remote, can- 
not be altered by mortal contingencies, 
the heart has an invariable foundation 
whereon it may reſt. Without this 
reſting - place, we ſhould be reed to and 
fro with every wind of fortune, the 
ſport of chance, and the dupes of ex- 
ation. To this immoveable anchor 
of the ſoul religion dire&s us in the 
Ropes of immortality. We know from 
the unerring word of Divine Revela- 
tion, that we ſhall exiſt in another ſtate 
of being, after the diſſolution of this; 
and we are confirmed by every benevo- 
lent purpoſe of Providence, in the be- 
lief that our future exiſtence m_ be 
infinitely happy. In this glorious 
the neſts of a tem life Me 
ſwallowed up and loft. is hope, 
like the ſerpent of Aaron, devours the 
mock- phantoms which are created by 
the magick of this world, and at once 
fait 7 r 
Com with this „ m)\ 
EC how poor, nom oy" 
would every ſcene of mortal happineſs 
appear! How deſpicable at the beſt— 
yet how liable to be deſtroyed by every 
ſtorm of adverſity! For, are we not ex. 
poſed to a thouſand accidents, the moſt 
trifling of which may be ſufficient to 
break a ſcheme of felicity? Let us 
conſider thoſe conditions that are almoſt 
univerſally defired, the dignity of the 
great, and the affluence of the rich. 
Are theſe above the reach of  misfor- 
tune? Are they exempt from the im- 
portunities of care? atneſs is but 
the object of impertinence and envy, 
and riches ereate more wants than they 
are able to gratify. Should then our 
wyhes lead to theſe, we ſhould unavoid- 


ably be diſappointed. The acquiſition 


might for a while ſoothe our vanity, 
but we ſhonld foon ſigh for the caſe of 
obſcurity, and envy the content of thoſe 
| whom pride would call our vaſſals. 

If wealth- or grandeur, then, cannot 
afford us happineſs, where ſhall we 
ſeek it? Is it to be found in the cell of 
the hermit ? or does it watch by the ta- 

of ſolitary learning? Loves it the 
jety of laughing mirth? or does it 
affect the penſive pleaſures of medita · 
tion? Is it onlv genuine in the cordia- 
lity of friendſhip, or in the laſting ten- 


noiſe, but can never taſte the pleaſures 
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derneſs of married love? Alas! my 
Conſtantia, this train of alternatives 
will not do. Should we fly from the 
trouble of ſociety to ſome lonely hermi- 
tage, we ſhould ſoon figh for the a- 
myſements of the world we had quar- 
relled with. The ſtrongeſt mind could 
not long ſupport the burden of uncom- 


 mynicated thought, and the firmeſt 


heart would: languiſh in the ſtagnation 
of melancholy. 12 ; * 
« Aﬀe the ſolitary ſcholar, if ever, in 
his learned reſearches, he beheld the 
retreat of happineſs—Amuſement is all 
that he will pretend to Amuſe ment 
in queſt of which the active powers of 
the mind are frequently worn out, the 
underſtanding enervated by the aſſiduity 
of attention, and the y overbur- 
_— with uneſſential . | 
-. Yet, ibly, happineſs may min 

with —— — Cel the — 2 
of feſtive mirth. No; the joy that 
dwells there cannot be called happi- 
neſs; for the noiſe of mirth will va- 
niſh with the echo of the evening, and 
even in laughter the heart is ſad. If 
we are able to diſtinguiſh the elegance 
of converſation, we -thall * be diſ- 
guſted with the arrogance of pride, or 
the impertinence of folly ; * if not, 

we may be amuſed indeed with the 


of ſociety. 

As little We we to hope for 
aſting happineſs from the engagements 
of friendſhip or of love. The condi - 
tion of human life is at beſt ſo uncer- 
tain, that it is even dangerous to form 
any connections that are dear. The 
tenderneſs of love, my Conſtantia, opens 
the. heart to many ſufferings, to many 
painful apprehenfions for the health and 
ſafety of it's object, and many uneaſy 
ſenſations both from real and imaginary 
cauſes. It was from this — [ 
told you, in the letter wherein I. firſt 
diſcovered myſelf to you, that tae love 
Le have had for one another will make 
* us more happy in it's diſappointment, 
„than it could have dane in it's ſuc- 
© ceſs." 

For want of a better remedy to theſe 
evils, the wiſdom of ancient iloſophy 
teacheth us to bid a brave defiance to 
the affaults of pleaſure and of pain. 
This urges with'unremitting 


auſterity ; without making any allow- 
ance for particular tempers or circum- 
ſtances z Lahoot iafrating us — 

5 ve 
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behave to. the ſolicitations of joy. or 
9 y to defend the beat from 
te ane bee 4 e 
unicen ſtratagems ot di 

B 100 of a Chriſtian affords 
« vabler 9 y With the 
alt 


ufferings of the preſent tune are nat wor - 
thy to be compared. In thoſegloxious hopes 
get us buryevery anxiousthought, the un- 
eaſineſs of diſcontent, and the folicitude 
of care, Let us not fink under our light 
ictions, which are but for a moment. 
A very few years, perhaps a few months 
or days, may bring us into that itate of 
being, wheres care and miſery perplex 
= pg Wor We e noa our 
be, rang, and our pillow. an 
the thors, yet . draweth nigh 
when we ſhall taſte of life without an- 
guiſh, py enjoy 27 Hy ag bit- 
terneſs of. ſou bt ig far Y 
my Earn the — is at 2 
us therefore gird up the lains of our mind, 
and be ſober —no longer diſſipated, or 
difturbed with the troubles of this world. 
We are haurly Dating to that ſcene of 
exiſtence, aobere the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and where the weary are 
at "oft; where hope -ſhall no more be 
cut off by diſappointment, and where the 
diſtreſſes of time are forgot in the joys 
of eternity. 
FRANCIS. 


CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS» 


I it thus that you hope to reform your 
Conſtantia? Do you think that you 
mall be able to effe& this by letting ber 
foibles paſs. vncenſured, and conveying 
inſtruction to her in eral terms? 
Alas! how little do you know of her 


petulant and capriciovs heart! It muſt - 1 


be corrected with ſeverity, and quieted 
by overbearing reproof, 

At 2 indeed, it is ſufficiently 
Bn ]. Your obſervations on the 
folly and vanity of expecting happineſs 
in this world, came to me at a time when 


painful experience convinced me of their 
truth 


After Theodoſius was loſt to me, I 
contracted a friendſhip with an amiable 
and accompliſhed woman, to whom 


my melancholy and my migtuxtunes 
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hopes that this preſents to us, the gan 


let. She t 
er 


8 — 
enſe an oot 
and ſupported” me under all my ſuffer- 
ge, he left me not to the attacks 
ſolitary diſcontent, but affiduouſly 
diverted my mind by the. efforts of ele- 
nt humour, poliſhed ſenſe, and in 
nious obſeryation. As if ſhe had pre- 
ferred the company of forrow to every 
ſocial amuſement, even in that ſeaſon 
of life when the heart of health and 
peace is always gay, ſhe never forſoc 
me during the hf fo unhappy years. 
She obſerved, with unwearied vigilance, 
the hour when melancholy - apprehen- 
ſion was increaſed to the acuteneſs of 
e vi my into what- 
rivacy I fought; cla me 
her Fithful boſom; and iff ode 
2 of terror and anguiſh, tears re- 
ſed their aſſiſtance, ſhe ſolicited, ang 
obtained them by her infectious ten- 
derneſs. When, at laſt, I determined 
to take the veil, and had obtained my 
father's conſent to forſake the world for 
ever, her affeRion followed me in that 


final reſolution, She waited only for 
an approaching opportunity to ſettle her 


worldly affairs, after which ſhe intended 
to bare ma one of our . and 
to have paſſed the remainin ri 
life with het Conflzeſia. 1 ee. * 
Upon this event my heart repoſed. 
bene in this a 34 of Mappe wa : 
could not be equalled upon earth, and 
I flattered mylelf that it would be as 
laſting as my own life. How man 
pleaſing hours have I paſſed in med?. 
tating on the future felicity of our 
friendſhip! How often, in the luxu 
of imagination, have I conſidered our 
united prayers aſcending more accepta- 
bly to ho Throne of everlaſting Mercy! 
What joy did I promiſe myſelf, what 
importance in the eye of N by 
By ee to my Sophia all the 
inſtructions I had received from my 
Theodoſius. | 
Oh, my friend! my father! theſe 
9 are overthrown. Do I live to 
tell you by what means ? Sophia, my 
tender, my dear Sophia, is no more! 
The uneaſineſs I expreſſed in my laſt 
oceeded probably in ſome meaſure 
om my preſentiments of this cruel 
event. I am now very miſerable, and 
in great need of your paternal advice. 
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5 Of human life, our 


£ We 
ono for the lo 


we. were . 
; ooner or later aſſert 
his claim); l 23% 


the book of Pſalms furniſhes us with _ 


excellent doctrine on this ſubject, We 
have ſcacre any where. ſuch -ſtriking 


pictures of human miſery as in that book. 
The royal writer has deſcribed, in the 
rongeſt colours, the diſtreſſes and 
perplexities to which, as men, we are 
lubject. He has deſcended to the private 
Gillatisfadtiens of the heart, and 1e- 
foes many circumſtances of acci- 
dental calamity. Hence it is that his 
writi are of general uſe. Of the 
Adele that are incident to our being, 
though the proſpect be gloomy, it is ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould obſerve it ; as he who 
muſt make his way through pitfalls and 
precipices, would chuſe a plan of the 
road he was to travel, rather than march 
blindly forward without knowledge and 
without caution. | 
But theſe are not all the inſtructions 
which the Pſalmiſt affords us. We are 
ſeldom preſented with an afflicted pro- 
ſpect of life, without being directed to the 
means of comfort. 
however great the cauſes of our affliction 
may be, they are ſubject to the wile di- 
rections of a Being benevoleut to man; 
and that, though beawineſs may endure 
for a night, joy cometh in the morning. 
Tue doctrine of: an univerſal providence, 
which is the only ſource of conſolation 
under every ſpecies of miſery, is aſſert- 
ed through this whole book with the 
greateſt confidence of <ertaitity. 
„Who is like unto the Lord our 
* God, who hath his dwelling ſo high, 


? 
K 


— a — — 


tde out- goings 


f W 


We are told that, 


0 
* 
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and yet bumblech himſelf to behold 
© the things that are in heaven and 


earth? S e n : 
Thou ſhalt ſhew us wonderful 
things in thy righteouſneſs, O God of 
© our ſalvation! Thou that art the 
© hope of all the ends of the earth, and 
of them that remain in the broad fea. 
They alſo that dwell in the utter- 
* moſt parts of the world ſhall attend 
to thy tokens.” Thou that makeſt 
of the morning, and 
the evening to praiſe thee.” 
In this belief of the univerſal a 
of Providence the Pfalmiſt places the 
| of moral and natural evil. 
| ould I find trouble and heavineſs, 
I will call upon the name of the 
© Lord, O Lord, 1 befeech thee, de- 
G „„ Md on 
The Lord p the innocent: 
I was in miſery, and he helped me. 
_ © The proud, O Lord, have had me 
© exceedingly in derifion, but I remem- 
* bered thy everlaſting judgments, and 
received comfort.“ | 
The laſt ſentiment ou 


8 
A 


m 


| t to be en- 
8 upon the hearts of all the chil- 
dren of affliftion. _ 4 
Let us remember that God is the Su- 
reme Governor of the univerſe; that 
under his direction is the whole ſyſtem 
of nature, by him animated, conneRed, 
ſupported. Let us conſider that the 
agency of man in this ſyſtem is only 
moral. The œconomy ot life is com- 
mitted to him ſo far as it may exerciſe 
his moral will; but the events of his 
actions are finally under the determina- 
tion of the Almighty. Were not uE 
to direct the My courſe of this world, 
even in thoſe circumſtances of it that 
are or may be-affefted by the moral 
power of man, order could no more be 
preſerved in the univerſe, than. it could 
at firſt reſult from chance, or be formed 
by the direction of fallible beings. 
This conſideration, that the Supreme 
Power has in his own hands the cecono- 
my of the world, ought to engage our 
ignation under every — of 
life: for, ſhould we quarrel with the 
diſpenſations of him who gave us be- 
ing ? Should we diſpute the regulations 
of that power, who has provided the 
means of this day's ſubſiſtence, and 
without whoſe favour and protection 
we could no longer exiſt? Is not he 
who made the wortd beſt able to _ 
| t 


ä AY 9 Ty 


' crees of Providence, 


3x2, Has not he who gave us this being 


4 right to reſume it? 


at mean, then, the pangs of diſ- 

intment? What mean the languiſh- 

ing complaints of forrow ? The tears 

that flow for buried virtue, and the 

ſighs that mourn for parted friendſhip? 
But to theſe queſtions you will f. 
others may be oppoſed, You will a 


if theſe emotions. ought to be excluded 


from the human heart, when they are 
evidently the effect of nature? You will 
enquire whether the God of nature 
would plant affections in his creatures, 
which to ſtifle would be a virtue? 


Jo theſe queltions I would reply, that 


thoſe affections for the objects of this 
world, which we have received with 
our brine, may be indulged, but under 
certain limitations. 

conſider the end of ſuch affections. 
Certainly. it could. not be to create us 
miſery, when thoſe objects are no more; 
for that would be indirectly to repine 
at the diſpenſatons of him who has re- 
moved them from vs. 

The voice of nature will be heard, 
and our tears will flow when our deareſt 
connections are broken. In this we on- 
ly act like men: but when ſorrow is 
long indulged, it becomes criminal ; for 
then we tamely give ourſelves up to thoſe 
paſſions which it is our duty to reſtrain, 
and act in petulant oppoſition to the de 

Human life muſt have many avenues 
to ſorrow and anxiety, while we are 
concerned for the welfare of thoſe ob- 
jects which have engaged our affections, 
or the ſucceſs of thoſe ſchemes on which 
all our wiſdom has been employed. The 
duty of reſignation, therefore, hke every 
other that is enjoined us, is calculated 
to promote our own happineſs. When 
we remember the everlafling judgments 
of God, we may reaſonably be filled 
with comfort in every event... 

It is the Lord; let him do what 
© ſeemeth unto him It is the 
© Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
© gracious, flow to anger, abundant in 
s goodnels, and in truth, 

* Why: ſhould ye fay unto my ſoul, 
© that ſhe ſhould flee as a bird unto the 


' © hill? Behold the Lord, the Lord of 


f Hoſts is my refuge; the God of Ja- 
© cob is on my right-hand.” | 
Under ſuch confidence as this, what 
have we to fear, and for what ſhould 
we figh? That misfortunes ſeem to 


us always 
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counteract our ſchemes of happineſs, 
and that the proſpe&s of hope are cut 
off by diſappointment; we might mourn 


indeed, were this the only ſcene of our 


exiſtence, and were our views terminated 
by our departure from it. Thathuman 
knowledge is often inadequate to the 
purpoſes of life, and always im , 
would be a melancholy conſideration, 
were it not attended with the proſpet᷑t 
of an exiſtence, where knowledge as 
well as happineſs, ſha}l flow from the 
fountain of Infinite Perfection. ' 
This refleion might, one © ſhould 
think, be ſufficient to ſet our heatts at 


eaſe. with reſpe&t to temporary mis fot- 
tunes; but ſtill more powerful will de 


the motives to reſignation, when we 
conſider that the Father of heaven has 
not only promiſed us a ſafe retreat at 
laſt from our affliftions, but to ſupport - 
us under them. | © 

* Theſe-things have I ſaid unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace: in the 
© world ye ſhall have trihulation. 

Are not two ſparrows fold fox. a 
* farthing? and one of them falleth not 
© to the __ without the permiſſion 
of my Father who is in heaven. N52 
© not ye of more value than many ſpar- 


„ rs? 


That man in the ſyſtem of nature has 
a pecuhar regard ſhewn him, ir would 
be ſuperfluous to obſerve, None of us 
can be ſo blind to the bounties we en- 
joy, nor to the eminent prerogatives by 
which we are diſtingniſhed. Bot I may 
infer, that as the favour of the Almigh- 
2 ſo evidentiy ſeen in man, his con- 
ence in him, under every circumſtance 
of life, ought to be jn proportion. If 
he is diſtinguiſhed by the light of reaſon, 
he ought not ſurely to make that light 
an mitrument-to cenſure the perfection 
from which it lows—yet diſcontent is a 
kind of cenſure on Providence. I 
Alas ! my dear Conſtantia, how miſ- 
taken is the man, how much an enemy 
to his own happineſs, who confides not 
in the meaſvres, nor reſigns to the diſ- 
penſations of his Creator: he robs himſelf 
at once of that ſovereign remedy of evil, 
reliance on a ſuperior power. Ile is in- 
volved in calamities without the allevia- 
tion of hope, and ſubje& to misfortunes 
without redreſs, 
But happy, above all names of hap- 
pineſs, is Tie who with grate ful lk 4 
ſubmits to the. determinations of God. 
The viciſſitudes of fortune cannot diſ- 


Hz trels 


1 


— 


a 


7 
Rog I 


poetry inſtead of philo 


: 
: 


treſs him. Me is ſecure in the care of 
mighty Goodneſs. Narure may ſhrink 
SN hep 
the con is ſu 
_ can neither be Jong nor 3 * 
Why art thou ſo full of beavineſt, 
Om foul, and why art thou fo diſ- 
vieted within me? Truſt in God. 
The great object of his hope, the 
ineſs of a future exiltence, 
knows, cannot be very diſtant— that 
has but to travel a few days longer 
| he reach the manſions of everlaſting 
N the miſeries and deluſions 
of mortality * 5 and forrow 
and mourning /ball flee Adieu, 
TE: 1 Think of theſe things, 
and be happy. | | 


: 
. 


Francis. 


LETTER XV. 


© FREODOSIUVS TO CONSTANT. 


W 


ITHOUT waiting any return 
to my laſt, I once more fit down 
I would in ſame mea- 


* 0 


write to you. 


Lure imitate that dear and valuable friend 
you have loſt, whoſe aſſiduous tender- - 
neſs, you ſay, would never leave you 


to the atiacks of ſolitary forrow. This 

was wiſely done when your grief had 

continued unreaſonably long; but I am 
always of opinion, that under the firſt 

$ of ſorrow the mind ſhould be left 


to itſelf; and would our common rules 
permit me to viſit you, I ſhould decline 
it till the violence of your grief ſubſided. 

The objection, however, does not lie 
with the ſame force againſt writing to 


you. We can better bear the ſentiments 


of our friends, when they are not per- 


ſonally witneſſes to our weakneſs, 

My deſign at preſent is not to inſtru&t 
but to amule you. I therefore ſend you 
ſophy; or rather, 
1adeed, philoſophy harmonized ; for the 


_ ſentimental part of the following com- 
_ poſition is truly noble. "Ty 


PSALM cn. 


"YET once more wake the ftrain of grate- 


ful praiſe, 


To that Eternal Power whoſe mercy ſhines 


O eral] his works, immortal! Let them wake 


The —— ſtrain once more, thoſe happier 


Diſeaſe and languor, to the drea 
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old captivity ! From climes remote, 
rom the firſt openings of the _— 


FromHeſper's ſilver flood-gates, from the 


hat ſhoots it's pale rays o'er the ſhivering 


| _north, 
Prom Exyp's tyrant thores his partht voi 


. Ys 
woods unfrequented ; long nor 
| und — 
City, or ſafe abode; till nature ſunk 
With meagre want oppreſt, and the faint pulſe 


prayer 8 
To ora they turn d repentant; nor un- 


«Rnd. | 
ternal +: h fr: the wanderers forth 
o habitable towns, and ſafe abodes. 

O for the ſpitit of exalted proiſe, 

To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 

Thoſe doundlefs mercies that embrace 

- mankind! . : 


They, thrice unhappy | o'er whoſe joyleſs 


heads 
Grim darkneſs they wholonelydwel! 


In Death's unchearful ſhade,afflited, bound 


i cold impriſoning chains, the ſad reward 


Of impious, daring, and rebellious deeds, 

When heavenly Juſtice, with her radiant arm 

Smites their proud hearts; e'en they, by 
humble prayer, 


| Unfold ſweet Mercy's eaſy-fliding gates; 
Their iron bondage burſts, and forth they ruſh 


From Death's dim ſhadow to the golden day. 


O for the ſpirit of exalted prai | 
Toblazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
| Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace 
mankiad! | 


Folly's vain votaries, from diſorder wild, 
And mad intemperance, reaping painful 


fiuits, 
door 
Of Ueath move trembling.— Thea with 
humble prayer 
To Heaven they turn repentant, nor uttheard. 
Health's roſylightrelumes the languid cheek, 
And Ruin quits his meditated prey. 


O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 

To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 

Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace 
mankind | 


Let man for ever wake the grateful ſtrain, 


The facrifice of reaſon ; ever fing 
His Maker's works, and triumph in the ſong. 


The bold adventurers, on the ſtormy breaſt 


„Of Edda, $tnkbts of the wat'ry world 
n 


Magmificence Divine. At his command 
The mo wind ſweeps the billows z up they 


Infuriate to the vault of heaven, then down 
N ſterp, diſparting, o 

he vaſt abyſs voracious. Ah! where then, 
* your hopes? Then the heart 

aints. 

From ſide to fide they run, they reel, they fall, 
Inebriate with confafion. Nought remains 
But trembling prayer, the laſt appeal to Hea- 


ven. 
Nor vain the laſt appeal. Already, ſee ! 
The rapid ftorm ſubſides, and the wave ſleeps. 


Alert within the merry failor's heart 
Springs hope z and ſoon he halle che welcome 
port. 


O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boun« * mercies embrace 


From the us choir of undiftinguiſh'd 
crowds, 

From Wiſdom's choſen ſynod, crown'd with 
| years, 

To him for ever flow collective praiſe ! 
Where in wild ſweetneſs roſe the ſallying 
a ſpring, ; 

Where ſpread the copious river, where diſ- 

lay'd 


The vale it's verdant hogourr, barren lies 
A dry wy mark of Heaven's avenging 


dz 
When facred Juſtice ſpoke the doom of guilt. 


But lo ! where once the dry waſte barren lay, 

There - wild fweetneſs flows the ſallying 
pring 

There ſpreads the copious river, therediſplays 


The vale it's verdaut honours; bamlets fir, 


Rich 3 bluſhing vineyards, golden 
\ ruits, 
Andflocks abundant,thelong-famiſh'd ſwain 
Beholds delighted. Heaven's peculiar care 
Are all Afi tion's children: when the yoke 
Of ſtern Oppreſſion finks the weary heart, 
iſh the ſtern oppreſſors: low in duſt, 
lies each princely head; while guard- 
ed ſafe, 
As flocks repoſing in their evening fold, 
The peaſant ſleeps in peace. O fight of joy 
To faithful Piety ! of conſcious pain, 
And keen conviction, to the heart of guilt! 


This, this is Wiſdom's leſſon: to explore 
The active ſcheme of Providence; to learn 
His love divine; and, learning, to confide. 


There is no em t ſo delight - 
ful to a devout mind as this attention to 


the viſible adminiſtration of Providence, 


* rewards of virtue. E 
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Mark in the mighty waſte of ſeas and ſkles, 


To contemplate the Creator of the 
univerſe in the magnificence of his 
works, enlarges and elevates the ſonl, 
lifts it above the impertinence of vulgar 


cares, and gives it a kind of heavenly 


pre-exiſtence. To conſider the bene- 
volent purpoſes for which he called 
forth — variety and multitude of be- 

tat comes under our cognizance, 
— de a al ſource of comb. 
A rational creature, that is conſcious of 
deriving it's exiſtence from a Being of 


Infinite goodneſs and power, cannot pro- 


perly entertain any proſpect but of 
pineſs. By the imperfeQion of 22 
ture it may fall into temporary evila, 
but theſe cannot juſtly be the fabjeR of 
— when we mow that this 
very imperfefion was nece to a pro- 
batory life, and that, — it, has” 
could neither have been virtue, nor the 
very degree of 
excellence depends upon compariſon. 
Were there no — in the world, 
we ſhould have no diſtinct ideas of beau- 
333 there no poſſibility of vice, 
would be no ſuch thing as virtue; 
and were the life of man exempt from 
miſery, happineſs would be a term of 
which he could not know the meaning. 
Adieu! Be wiſe and happy. | 


FRANCIS. 


LETTER XV. 
CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS. 


F I could pronounce my heart to be 
I perfectly at cafe, you would have the 
only reward you deſire for your pater- 
nal care, But ſhall T, on the contrary, 
avow my ingratitude ? Shall T own that 
this obſtinate, this petulant heart, is 
not yet at reſt? Could it oppoſe itſelf. 
to the united efforts of reaſon and reli- 

ion? Would it neither be ſoothed by 
8 nor filenced by philoſophy? 
Vain, incorrigible heart! 

Indeed, my venerable friend, I muſt 
not diſſemble with you: I have not 
recovered my former peace, And yet, 
why? I have the ſame confidence in 
the adminiſtration of Providence. I be- 
lieve as much in his goodneſs, as much 
in his wiſdom. I attend, with the ſame 
readineſs, on the duties of religion, and 
offer up my prayers with the fame ath- 


ance, I to concluſion you 


— * 
62 
1 


have drawn either from e _ 
ious arguments. I acknowledge 

— the duty of reſignation, un- 
der every circumſtance of affliction, and 
yet I am afflicted. I ſee the abſurdity 
of grief, yet I am grieved. What can 
do more? I ſubmit entirely to the diſ- 
penſations of Providence. My will ſub- 
mits. I do not wiſh to call my depart- 
ed friend to life : but this ſubmiſſion 
does not clear my heart of forrow. Sure- 
ly it has ſome connect ions which are not 
ab<dient-to the will, and from which it 
derives involuntary pl-aſure or pain. Is 
not this true? We experience it in all 
inſtances of affeftion : we are ſenſible of 
attachments we cannot account for z and 
as thoſe attachments are facilitated or 
interrupted, we are happy or miſerable 
independently of reaſon or the will. If 
theſe obſeryations are founded upon 
truth and nature, I hope I ſhall ſtand 
excuſed bath before you, and at a high- 
er wibunal, for thoſe tears zhat have 
fallen over the grave of my Sophia. 

Think not that I implicitly give my- 
elf up to the dominion of my Sorrow. [ 
have been too well acquainted with it, 
not to know by what means it's influ- 
ence is increaſed or abated. I do nat 
deepen the * of melancholy by ſo- 
litary reflection; I ſeck the ſociety of 
the fifterhood, and endeavour to enter 
into their amuſements, as well as to 
join their devotions. In thoſe hours 
when I muſt neceſſarily be alone, if the 
wneaſineſs of my heart hinders the ap- 

roach of ſleep, I have recourſe to my 
s; till at laſt the wearineſs of at- 
tention prevails over the force of for- 
row, and procures me that reſt which 
the latter would have prevented. 

In the courſe of this reading, I have 
met with many things on which I want- 
ed to conſult you, but moſt of them 
have eſcaped me. Some of theſe, how- 
ever, I remember. In a book of divi- 
nity, which, I ſuppoſe, mult have been 
written by one of the hereſy of Calvin, 
the author aſſerts that the Almighty 
* has appointed a day of grace to every 
© mag, beyond which there can be no 
« xemiſkon of ſin“. I muſt own I was 
ftariled by this aſſertion, as it ſeemed 
to me to be very conſequential, The 
following, I think, were ſome of the 
texts on which he founded this belief. 


* Many of lay fanaticks, method! 


+ This is another doctrine of fanaticim. 


fs, Ac. bold this d:Qrine. 
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Seek ye the Lord, while he m 
© be found; call ye upon him, whi 
© he is near, + #4 G81 87 
* Oh, that thou hadſt known, even 

© thou, in this thy day, the things that 
belong unto thy peace! But now they 
are hid from thine eyes. g 44 
. in, he limiteth a day, ſaying, 
6 Te. Gy, if ye will hear his voice, 
© harden not your hearts,” Ws 
In another part of his book, he main- 


of # 


tains that it is impoſſible for thoſe who 


fall into ſin, after having once been 
converted, to repent, or to be ſaved +. 
This doctrine he ſupports by the fol- 
_— paſſage in the Epiſtle to the He- 
WS. <4 

© It is 1mpoſſible for thoſe who were 
once enlightened; and have taſted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have 
taſted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come; if th 
ſhall fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance ; ſceing they crucity 
to themſelves the Son of God afreſh 
and put him to open ſhame.” 
To this paſſage he adds another, ſe- 
lected from the ſame book. 

If we fin wilfully after we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for 
ſias, but a certain fearful looking · ſor 
of judgment, and fiery indignation, 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries. 
He that deſpiſed Moſes's law, died 
without mercy, under two or three 
witneſſes. , Of how much ſorer pu- 
niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was ſanctified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace?“ | 
I muſt own thele texts appeared to me 
to make very ſtrongly for his argument; 
and yet if theſe daring were generally 
received, I think they would open more 
avenurs to deſpair; for many Chriſtians, 
I tear, mult have finned wilfully after 
repentance and converſion. But, pot- 
ſibly, I do net behold theſe Scriptures 
in a right point of view. Let me hope 
for your Kind inſtructions; and pray 

for your 
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; OU do well to amuſe yourſelf by 
1 books and company; that amuſe- 
ment will divert your melancholy more 
effectually than any precepts of philo- 
ſophy. | 
| Bat what ſhall T ſay to your contro- 
verſial ſtudies? Shall I praiſe you for 
wearying your eyes over the pages of 
Calviniftick dreamers ;—for honouring 
with your attentien the groundle's doc- 
trines of narrow- ſighted fanaticks; who, 
either from want of knowledge or of 
candour, or more probably from want 
of both, have ſeized a limb of a text, 
and without attending either to the wri- 
ter's deſign, or to the analogy of his 
reaſoning, have founded upon the mere 
letter, doftrines that diſhonour their 
God? 
Such, and fo founded, are thoſe you 
have mentioned. | 
That God hath appointed a certain 
iod in the life of man, beyond which 
e will not extend his grace to him, is 
a doctrine which is ſo far from having 
any foundation either in reaſon or reve- 
lation, that it is repugnant to the firſt, 


and totally unſupported by the latter, 


The texts which your author has pro- 
duced in ſupport of his opinion, have 
no manner oft connection with it. 

© Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
found; call ye upon him, while he 
© 13 near,” 

The whole chapter from which this 
paſſage is taken, refers to the time of 
the Meſſiah's firſt appearance. The 
prophet breaks out into raptures upon 
the view of that glorious æra; and 
apoſtrophizes to the people that ſhould 
th be born, exhorting ur- 5 to 
loſe the happy opportunity ot making 
an intereſt Na the * while he 
was perſonally preſent with them. 

© O that thou hadſt known, even 
* thou, in this thy day, the things that 
belong unto thy peace! but now they 
© are hid from thine eyes.” 

This is Chriſt's apoſtrophe to Jeru- 
ſalem, when he foretold it's approach- 
ing deſtruction. But what has this to 
do with the univerſal diſpenſation of 
Grace? The words are particularly ap- 
plicable to the occaſion on which they 
were ſpoken, and to the object where- 


unto they were addreſſed, © Unhappy 
«city I with thou kneweſt, is this thy 
* day, while thou art yet undeftroyed, 
© or while I am preſent with thee, the 
e things that belong unto thy peace, thy 
© everlaſting peace, the mercies of re- 
© demption : but now they are hid from 
© thine eyes; at this time thou perceiv- 
© eft them not. | 

Or, poſſibly, thy peace may fignify, 
thy temporal peace, and preſervation 
from thine enemies; which interpreta- 
tion the following verſe ſeems to favour. 
© But now they are hid from thine eyes. 
* Becavst the days will come upon 
© thee, when thine enemies, &c. I in- 
cline to this ſenſe ; but whether this or 
the other be the true one, is quite im- 
material to the cxconomy of grace. 

Let us now conſider the laſt ſcri 
which your author has adduced in fa- 
vour of his doctrine. A 12 

© Again, he limiteth a day, ſayin 
To. day, if ye will hear 8 Y 

The author of the Epiftle to the He- 
brews, in the chapter from whence this 
paſſage is taken, endeavours to prove 
the certainty of that final reſt which 
ſtill remained to the people of God. 
Thus he forms his argument; That 
© there is a relt for the people of God 
© into which they have not yet entered, 
appears from that prophetick pfalm of 
© David, which alludes to the time of 
Chriſt's appearance upon earth. The 
* prophet, referring to that time, faith, 
To- day, if ye will hear his voice. You 
© ſee he is determined as to the point of 
© time; he limiteth or ſetteth apart a 
© day: wherefore, from this paſſage it 
* 1s apparent, that for you, — 
* for you the deſcendants of thoſe who 
« provoked God in the wilderneſs, and 
© were not permitted to enter into his 
© reſt, a final reſt ſtill remains, to which 
vou are invited.” ; 

Thus it is, my Conſtantia, that the 
diſciples of ignorance, folly and fana- 
ticiſm, by disjoining and miſconſtru- 
ing the Sciptures, contrive their abſurd 
doctrines ; for inſtance, the tenet above- 
mentioned. Is it conſiſtent with the 
e or the goodneſs of God, who 

as appointed to man a life of proba- 
tion, to limit the advantages, which, in 
his mercy, he has vouchlafed to him, 
to a ſhorter term than his life? White 
he leaves him ſtill to contend with the 
enemies of his ſalvation, will he de- 
prive him of his principal ſoppert, the 
aid 
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2 and without limitation ? 

1 have done with the firit tenet of 

r N let 2 now ſee whether 
ſecond be bett 

as 1s. 1 Able, he maintaing, for 

ol os ſin, after having once 

ben rt, to r* or to . ſav+ 

This opinion he ſu s by two 

8 che E il to m0 he 

Witkoy t ma An Erie a 

on che infallibil ty. of iſtle as 

- a rule of faith, without bing no- 


bas 
prove too much. 


by 48 27 2 in the firit paſſage, 


i 32 7 aal ſhew you 1 your a: 


feſſed; * 0 ſtatizing from it. 

This is ky dow 2 of 

both the — Hog Thoſe who fall 

are ſaid to crucify to themſelves 

2 os fi Gad afreſh, and to put hiu 10 

ſhame. And he who u chi. 

ſented to bade trodden un- 

oat the San of God, to bave count - 

a, hoy Maod of the Covenant, where- 

with be, was ſandlified, an unholy thing, 

and to have done deſpite to the Spirit 4 
Grace. 

From hence it appears, that for . 
downright apoſtate there is no hope of 
repentance or remiſſion of fins. But your 
author has not pan! this terrible de · 
nunciation to open a ſtacy. Accord- 
ing to him, none who have fallen into 
fin after converſion are capable of bein 
renewed by repentance, or ſaved by the 
redemption of Chriſt. This derive 
8 unkppwcal, and unreaſun- 
able 

Should man, cecumbanced as he is, 
be expoſed by frailty to final .puniſh- 
ment, or reduced by accidentally fall- 
ing into vice, to irretricvable aig he 

might either turn from the race that is 

fore him, in hopeleſs deſpondence, 

or = contend with danger and diſ- 

The pilgrimage of human life 

is infinitel troubleſome and perplexed. 

Dangers there are, and difficulties, 

which all muſt encounter, which can 

neither be eluded by vigilance, nor an- 
nihilated by contempt. 

; 4 juit man, ſays the author of the 


Ks, 


* 


and riſeth again. In this place 

tain, is put for or an SITE bum 
ſeven. times be on us nl the Jews ery 
indefinite exp ſignify any 
moderate number. 

Our Saviour himſelf being aſked aſked how 
oft a brother ſhould offends and be en- 
titled to forgiveneſs, and whether or not 
till ſeven times, anſwered, * Not until 
* keen times, but till ſeventy times ſe- 
© yen,” From this s paſſage we have the 
utmoſt reaſon to hope, that whenever 
man ſhall effeually repent, the Divine 
Goodneſs will be _ to forgive him. 
Far if we are com to receive into 

vour an offending” brother, however 

vently he may have tref; againſt 
us, hall” not. our .heaven ily Father in 
like manner be ready to receive ſuch as 
turn unto him? Shall God recommen 


is ſuch a conduct to man as he ſhould not 
the Antal e e faith they had pro- 


admit in himſelf? Are we not told, 
that the 8 of a finner is unex- 

ceptionably ſo. acceptable, to the Al- 
mighty, that che angels in heaven re- 


joice, and congratulate. their ſupreme 


and affectionate Creator on an event ſo 


n to his 2 mind ? : 
The prodigal ia oſpel returns 
not to his father ke ide his 


courſe of riot, which was interrupted 
by nothing but his power to purſue i it 
He returns not till compelled 13 

ſity, and therefore his — toe was 
not a voluntary virtue. But, behold, 


his father meets him while yet a great 


way. off, and precludes his a 10 ies 
Cn moſt CE reception 4 "We 
have not, indeed, any account of a re- 
lapſe in the accepted prodigal; but we 
are told that before the execution of his 
repentance, he ſaid unto himſelf,” * How 
many hired ſervants of my father have 
* bread enough, and to ſpare, while I 
* periſh with hunger! Some ſuch re- 
flections he moiſt frequently have made, 
when reduced to diſtreſs, and again pro- 
bably mutt haye quitted them 12 va- 
rious motives. 

We want not, however, this . 
to prove that a ſinner may be reſtored to 
favour after fallin away from his for- 
mer reſolutions — — — of obe · 
dience. The example of Peter is a 
ſufficient proof in this caſe. Is this I 
ſhall add another, which, though hot of 
ſcriptural authority, is reſpecta le, and 
* much to the preſent purpoſe. 


* 


ulebins tells us, that Saint John, 
during 
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in the duties of his new proftſfion, and 
attended with care io the lectures of 
his venerable tutor. But his former 
aſſociates, when they found themſelves 
deſerted by him, were grieved at the 
ſucceſs of the apoſtle, and exerted their 
utmolt efforts 19 regain ſo uſeful and fo. 
entertaining a companion. They fuc- 
ceeded pag Bi attempts, and the father 
was forſaken... The apokile, after ſome 
time, returned to thoſe parts. Whevey 
ſaid he, with impatience, to bis aged 
friend, here, my fellow: labouter, is 
; — favourite youth ?'—* Alas, re- 
»: the good old mau, with tears in 
is eyes, „ he is fallen; irrecoverably 
fallen: he has forſaken the ſociety of 
* the ſaints, and is now the leader of a 
« gang of robbers in the neighbouring 
mountains!“ Upon hearing this un- 
expected ang, unpleaſing account, the 
apoltle forgot his ſufferings and his 
years, and hattened. to the place of ren - 
dez vous; where, being ſeized by fome 
of the band, he defired to ſpeak with 
their captain. The captain being told 
that a ſtrange pilgrim aſked to be ad- 
mitted to him, ordered hun to be brought 
before him. But when he beheld the 
venerable, apoſtle, his hopes of amuſe- 
ment were changed into ſhame and con- 
tuſionz and the hardy leader of a band 
of robbers trembled before a poor un 
armed old man, He quitied once more 
the ſociety of wickedneſs, and lived and 
died in the ſervice of his Redeemer. 
From hence it is evident, that a re- 


lapſe after repentance or converſion; was ! 


not looked upon by the primitive Cbril· 
tians, nor yet by r 


as any means of uding the future 
mercies of God. 8 al n c 
An utter apoſtacy, an entire deſertion 
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of the faith we have — 
contemptuous rejeRion of the grace we 
have received, may, according to the au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, render 
us incapable of repentance, and utterly 
diſqualify” vs for the future mercies 6f 
God: But fins inferior to theſe will 
not reduce us to the ſame dreadful cir- 
cumſtances. Our Creator EH 
"whereof aue are made, he remember #th 
that — are but 2 z and though wwe 
may fall, yet we not be ta wif, 
— eli. us with bis E oh 
+ God preſerve you, my amiable friend! 
preſerve and dire&t you through the un- 
certain of this world, till you ar- 
rire at the realms of everlaſting reſt; till 
your innocent, / your happy {pirit, ſhaft 
it, without a ſigh, the tender framꝭ 
t conſines it, and riſe, conducted hy 
ſome ſmiling angel, to the bleſſed oeiety 
of good men made perfet ! Adieu 
r \- FRANCAS« 
, . 2227 
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„1E TT BRAXVIE 
CONSTANTIA TO THEODOSIUS; 
HE everlaſting doors of futurity 
are thrown open—the race of life 
is 4lmoſt run, and this, probably, is 
the laſt time that your Conſtantia will 
have the happineſs of pouring out her 
heart to you. I am ſeized with the firt 
ſymptoms of that peſtilential fever, 
which has been fo univerſally fatal; 
that it brings with it almoſt the certain · 
ty of death. Now, therefore, before 
my faculties are overcome by the diſ- 


eaſe, I devote to you one hour more of 


a life in which you have had ſo great an 
intereſt. 


In a ſituation like this it is natural to 


look back, and to take a view of the 


country: through which we have travel- 
led, before we loſe fight of it for ever. 
The ways through which I have wal}k- - 
ed, though in many circumffances pe- 
culiar, and unlike the allotmenr of 


others, have yet, Ike others, been va- 


* and ; 


riovs, and different in the different pe - 
riods of the journey. Before my pre- 


ſeat illneſs 1 drew up a ſhort view of 
my life, part af + which I will now 
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tranſcribe; that with you it may ſerve 


44 an apology for my conduct when L 


mall be no more. 8 ed 
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. SISTER CONSTANCE 3" WRITTEN 
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10 FATHER FRANCIS. 


YOU know how early [loſt the beſt 
and moſt affe&ionate of mothers. 


That was a misfortune which, though 
then only bewailed with tears which had 
left behind it a cloud that 
overſhadowed the reſt of my life. Had 
my. infant years been trained by her, I 
ſhould have acquired the habits of vir- 
tue from the influence of example. The 
want of this was much to be lamented, 


for there is a contagion in the 
power of living —— 9 while 


we admire, we neceſlarily imitate. Thoſe 
virtues which we draw precept or 
jon are ſeldom more than ſpecu- 

tivez but thoſe. which we derive in- 

ſibly from the imitation of exempla 

characters become laſting and habitual. 
But; beſides the loſs of a y and an 
excellent pattern of every virtue, 
I was deprived at the ſame time of thoſe 
maternal cares, thoſe tender aſſiduities, 
that watch over the young mind, ac- 
celerate the s of reaſon, and ſup 


the want of experience b — 2 
py theſe — + was wh y deſ - 
titute : for my father, inattentive to every 
thing but the acquiſition of wealth, 
chought but little of the improvement 
of his daughter; or, if he thought of 
it at all, concluded that ſhe would ne- 
ceſſarily improve in proportion to the 
advancement of her fortune. Accord- 
ingly, I was abandoned to the common 
forms of female education, without thoſe 
private attentions, thoſe exemplary in- 

ences, which are of infinitely _m 
im ce than all general inſtructions. 

hus unapprehenſive and uninform- 
ed, in the firſt thoughtleſs advances 
from childhood to maturity, is it to be 
wondered that the amiable and accom- 
pliſhed Theodoſius ſhould find an eaf: 
admittance to a heart where every paſ- 
ſion was awake, all unguarded, and 
none reſtrained ? 

But the ſeverity of wiſdom itſelf (pru-. 
dence, you have told me, is but the ape 
of wiſdom) could have had few objec- 
tions againſt the paſſion that I entertain- 
ed. For did it not receive a ſanction 
from the object? What did I admire 
in Theodoſius? Was it a ſymmetry of 


features? Was it not the piercing ge- 
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even with this conviRtion; 
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. 
lity » wooiner ary and while at once he 


taught my heart and my mind to ex- 


pand, is it to be that he'made 
room for himſelf? The powers of ge- 
nius have an irrefiſtible charm for tafte ; 
and while Theodoſius was RT 
mind of Conſtantia, he was cheriſhing 
a plant which, like the gourd of Jonah 

ng up, would ftretch 


as ſoon as it 
it's arms to embrace him. 
Wen this intercourſe of growing ten · 


derneſs was at an end, when the obſti 

y of ridiculous pride divided the fa - 
milies of Theodoſius and Conſtantia, 
what did I not feel from the apprehen- 
ſion of being ſe from the man I 
loved ? Pride, however, came in to niy 
aid; I ſhed a few angry tears, and com · 
manded my heart to be at eaſe. But, 
alas! I ſoon found that Theodofius was 
dearer to me than I imagined, Yet 

by the unit- 
ed influences of pride, and fear, and 
ſhame, my natural attachments to him 
were overborne; and, without conſult- 
ingeither my happineſs or my inclina- 
tion, I had the infatuation to acquieſce 
with that propoſal of my father which 
baniſhed oſius. 

This was the moſt culpable circum- 
ſtance of my life; a fault which in- 
deed brought it's puniſhment along with 
it, and for which the miſeries of one 

„and the penitence of another, 
ve, I hope, made an adequate atone- 
ment, 

The years that paſſed between that 
event and my admiſſion into this holy 
retreat, were miſerably worn away be- 
tween the languor of melancholy, and 
the acuteneſs of grief : yet that plain- 
tive and unreſigued ſtate of mind was 
not, I truſt, accompanied with any great 

of guilt, ſince it was not at the 
diſpenſations of Providence that I mur- 
mured, but at the ſuppoſed conſequences 
of my own folly. - That I refuſed with 
reſolute indignation the man, to whom, 
before, I had been fo weak as not to 
deny my hand, was not enough to make 
ſatis faction to my own heart. While 
I- conſidered Theodofius as dead, and 
myſelf as in ſome meaſure the cauſe of 
his death, between the grief of affec- 
tion, and the inquietude of conſcience, 
I was at len 


tinble ſtate both of body and mind 
[4 


reduced to the moſt pi- 
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one emaciated with ſorrow and 


| . , and the faculties of the other 


almoſt funk in ſtupefaction. * 
© Great diftreſſes are the ſpectres of the 
mind, and, as it is fabled of the ghoſts 
of ſelf-murdered bodies, they hover over 
the ſcene where their object is intombed, 
Buſineſs and amuſement, ſociety and 
folirude, were alike impreſſed with the 
image of Theodofius; the painful idea 

urſved me through every avocation, nor 
Cooled I find 1 from it in the 
boſom of friendſhip. The ſympathiz- 
ing heart of my Sophia added new ſoft- 
neſs to my own, and the tenderneſs of 
her friendſhip made me feel more ſen- 
ſibly the loſs of Theodoſius. 

At laſt that dear lamented friend, 
with ſome few more that pitied and re- 
garded me, applied to my father for his 
permiſſion that I might retire into a 
convent. Their generoſity procured me 
what the voice of nature and the tears of 
duty had ſolicited in vain; and, by the 
irreſiſtible offer of diſcharging the fees 
of my admiſſion, they f ge on the 
father of Conſtantia, that ſhe might be 
permitted to take the veil. 

Since I entered upon the conventual 
life, my condu& has been too well 
known to you, if not to need an apo- 
logy, at leaft to be enlarged upon here, 
But after thoſe aſpirations of grati- 
tude that riſe to heaven, after thoſe 
truly grateful ſentiments which I muſt 
ever entertain for thoſe beneficent friends 
who procured my eftabliſhment in this 

lace, what words, ſhall I find expreſ- 
re of that gratitude which is due to 
Father Francis ?-—-that tender, that af- 
fectionate father, who has nurſed my 
mind with thoſe paternal alſidvities, 
which were ſomewhat above the moſt 
perfeQ nature of man, which could only 
flow from a heart where human ſenſibi- 
lity was exalted and refined by the im- 
mortal s, and where God himſelf 
elevated and expanded that philanthropy 
which he loves. ; 

To the ever-venerable Father Francis 
I owe the greateſt moral bleſſings that 
are en in this world —peace of 
conſcience, and rectitude of reaſon. For 
the recovery of the firſt, indeed, little 
more was neceſſary than the certainty 
that Theodoſius was alive and happy; 
but the conſolations of the father add- 


Yor 


to the preſence of the friend, re- 
faced that quiet in my heart to which 
it had been ſo long a - Thoſe 
conſolations, however, were not more 
ſoothing than the leſſons that attended 
them were inſtructive. While from 
thoſe I derived content and comfort, 
from theſe I received the lights of truth 
and reaſon, and was taught to look up 
with an. intelligent adoration. to that 
Being whoſe eſſence is Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom. From the conſideration of 
theſe diſtinguiſhing attributes, whenever 
he ſhall reſume that life which he gave 
me, I ſhall reſign it into his hands 
without ſorrow, and without fear. 
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With difficulty I had written thus 
far, when the 3 of my diſor- 
der obliged me to lay down the pen. I 
have now reſumed it, and will bear it 
as long as I am able; for while I hold 
but even an ideal converſation with you, 
the ſenſe of pain is ſuſpended. er 
than bodily pain I have none. The 
preſumption with which my apology 
— 2 was * vain. Iam 

ectly indifferent to the approach of 
death, 15 agreeably to the kind wiſh. 
with which you once“ concluded a letter, 
I truſt that © my fpirit ſhall quit, with- 
* out a ſigh, the frame that confines it. 

To you, my deareſt friend, my moſt 
venerable father, loved by every dear, 
and reſpected by every ſacred name, to 
you, under the gracious appointments 
of Providence, I owe 3 ſerenity. 
By giving me proper ideas 0 the ates 
of Nature, and the obligations of his 
creatures, you have taught me to look 
on death as one of his beſt gifts, and on 
all beyond it without any apprehenſion. 

Behold here the reward of your pious 
labours! Behold with pleaſure the re- 
1 of a mind that you ſtrengthen- 

„of a heart that you armed againſt 
yourſelf, | 

My heart was grieved, and it went 
© even — my reins, | 

© So fooliſh was I and ignorant, even 
* as it were an irrational creature be- 
* fore thee. | 

© Nevertheleſs I am always by thee, 
c N haſt holden me by my right- 
c * 


* This lag letter of Conſtantia, and the atſwer of Theodegut, ſcem to have been writ-. 
© Thou 
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Fuou ſhalt guide me with thy coun- 
; fel, and after that receive me in glo- 
-- © Whom all L have in heaven but 
* 4 there is none upon earth that 
I dehre in compariſon of thee? _ 
My fleſh, and my heart faileth, but 
God is the ſtrength of my heart, and 
© 22 „ e eee ee 
And now, deareſt, and moſt revered 
of men, farewel! Whether we ſhall 
meet again in any future allotment of 
being, is among the ſacred counſel of 
Providence. I truſt we ſhall. Till then 
wdulge one tender farewel from your 
Conſtantia! accept one pious, one 
grateful adieu, from | 


Cons raven, 
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LE T not my Conſtantia be” alarmed 
when” the ſees that this leiter is 
written by another hand, Let not that 
_— with which ſhe has ſo great! 
u 
folved in weakneſs for her friend ; nor 
that noble tranquillity, with which ſhe 
beholds the approach of death, be di- 


ſturbed, when ſhe is old that his hand is, 


on Theodoſius. I doubt not that the 
Eternal Providence, who, in his wiſ- 
dom, interwovę the intereſts and the 
paſſions of our lives, has, in his good- 
neſs, determined that they ſhall cloſe 
together, If this be one of his gracious 
diſpenſations, I receive it not only with 
ſubmiſſion, but with gratitude. What 
more could I deſire of the Divine Bene- 


ficence, than that, delivered from this 


priſon of earth, I might accompany the 
ſpirit of my Conſtantia to the regions 
of everlaſting happineſs, to ſome more 
perfect appointment in the ſcale of being, 
where the immortal-faculties ſhall be re- 
fined from human frailty, and where 
the powers of the ſoul ſhall be expand- 
ed by a nearer approach to that Perfec- 
tion from which they 
Animated with hopes, and ſupported 
by ſentiments like theſe, let us wait 


without fear the approach of Death, and , 


receive him gladly, becauſe he cometh as 
friend. Indulge, my Conſtantia, the 
pleaſing hope that our ſouls will know 


other in their future allotment. 


ch 
The pure attachments of love and friend- 
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0 ideas of aſſociation and in 


rted her own ſufferings, be dif- 


are derived. 


who would not wich to be thus "rr 
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ſhip, founded upon and ſupported by 
- may laff beyond the grave, dy 
cauſe they have their exiſtence in rhe 
ſoul; And will not that Being, whole 
eſſence is love, lu port and cheriſh thoſe 
connections which are agreeable to bis 
commands, and thoſe ſentiments which 
are congenial with his own Divine Na- 
ture? Wi he, who commanded us to 
love one another, extinguiſh jn the grave 
thoſe virtuous affections, which, when 
Being, it was our duty to cultivate ? 
It is not improbable that our happineſs in 
heaven may, in ſome meaſure, conſiſt in 
the harmonions intercourſe of a perfect 
ſociety ; for I have no idea of a ſolitary 
happinels, eyen in the regions of per- 
feftion. Moreoyer, from what little 
2 find of the angelick ſtate in 
e ſacred writings, we fee that the 
ourſe are 
always annexed to them. If then it is 
not to be doubted that in our future 
ſtate we ſhall affociate with ſome order 
of beings, can any thing be more proba- 
le than that we ſhould nix with thoſe 
indred and congenial ſpirits, who, like 
qurielves, have Fad their appointments 
on carth, whether in different times and 
places, or the ſame? If in the ſame, 
which is ſtill probable, and if the iden- 
tity of our ſpiritual natures cannot be 
deſtroyed, why ſhould not the charac- 
teriſticks of the ſoul be known in hea- 
ven as well as upon earth? I am willin 
to belieye, at leaſt, that, the Eternal 
Goodneſs will permit this future know- 
ledge; and though we know too little 
of the ſtate of ſpirits to conceive the 
mode of their future communication, 
yet this we know, that It is in the power 
of God to permit what we with for 
and I truſt that, in his kindnels, he 
will permit it. | 
Then, my Conflantial! for that tate 
of exalted friendſhip, where the fears 
and frailties of honality ſhall be known 
no more! for that happy intercourſe of 
ſpiritual pleaſures, which ſhall be no 
longer ſubje& to the influences of chance 
or timez which ſhall neither be oppreſ- 
ſed by languor, nor dilturbed by anxie- 
ty! Domgared with that ineffable com- 
placency, that ſublime delight, which 
even the hope alone of theſe things in- 
ſpires, what are the ſufferir gs, ow- 
ever peculiar, that we have hitherto en- 


. dured ? Were there, indeed, no future 


ſtate of being to commence after this, 
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ably deceived? Who would not wiſh 
to triumph over thoſe gloomy apprehen- 
ſions, which the thought of annihila- 
tion muſt neceſſarily create, in a bein 
to whom nature has given the love 
exiſtence? | | 

But if the foretaſte of future happi- 
neſs be ſo great; if, when only con- 
templated through the imperfect me- 
dium of human imagination, it is ca- 
po of 1 ſuch exalted delight, 

ow inconceivably great muſt the real 
and perfe& enjoyment be !. Let us here, 
my Conſtantia, indulge theutmoſt ſtretch 
of hope; whatever an Almighty and 
al|-beneficent Being can give, and what- 
ever our glorified faculties can receive, 
let us ſuppoſe our own. He that giv- 
eth not of his Spirit by meaſure, he that 
openeth his hand, and ſhutteth it not 
again, ſhall not he freely give us all 
things? 

When I conſider the wiſdom and be · 
nevolence of that Almighty Being, 
through whoſe kindneſs I have hitherto 
been ſupported in life, like my Con- 
ſtantia, I can walk without trembling 
through the dark valley of the ſhadow 
of death. And whence, but from the 
lame conſideration, could your tender 
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and apprehenſive heart derive that more 
than manly firmneſs which is viſible in 
your letter? That information which 
you ſo kindly aſcribe to my inſtructions, 
you have drawn from your own expe- 
rience of ths wiſdom and the goodneſs 
of Providence; to whom your gratitude 
is due for the rectitude of reaſon, as 
well as for every other bleſſing you en- 
Joy. 

I will now no longer withold your 
mind from the meditation of that glo- 
rious Being, whoſe more viſible favours 
we ſhall ſhortly obtain. Indeed, my 
faculties are already too much confuſed 


for regular thinking; and death, I find, 


makes haſty paces towards me. Accept 
my laſt bleſſing. 

© Bleſs, O God! O Father of Na- 
* ture, bleſs my Conſtantia! ſupport 
© her gentle ſpirit under the conflict of 
death! and lead her by the light of 
* thy countenance to thy everlaſting 
reit l 

And now—Oh | now fare wel, my 
Conſtantia my Conſtance ! my ſiſter: 
my friend! By every dear, and every 
holy name—farewel! I have converſed 
with you till the laſt moment.— But, 
but we ſhall meet again. Adieu 
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